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THE SOENES OF THE HURON MISSIONS, AND THE MARTYRDOM 
OF FATHERS BREBQEUF AND LALLEMANT, 





Closely connected with illustrious persons and great deeds, are the 
places hallowed and honored by their presence. Indeed the knowledge of 
the persons, and of their actions and sufferings isjincomplete without a 
knowledge of the places. Under what skies, in what kind of a country ? 
Was it under the tropical sun, or with a tempered heat and cold, or under 
the freezing blasts of a pitiless north wind that they lived and wrought ? 
Or was the land a flat uninteresting plain or were there precipitous heights 
to climb, from whose lofty summits the whole country could be scanned 
or were there numerous rivers and lakes to be crossed, or did the stagnant 
morass with its depths of mud, or its pestiferous breath intercept their way 
or haunt their abode, or did the deep dark forest afford them shade, protect 
them from the skulking foe, or betray and bestray them by its treacherous 


silence and gloomy depths? All these add to, or take from their labors 
and their sufferings. All these enter into and become part and parcel of 
their lives, and so must be seen, must be known, in order that their mental 
and physical labors and sufferings may be fully understood. The men and 
their deeds may pass away, but the places will remain. 
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With some such thoughts asthese, and with the accompanying thought 
of drawing as nearly as possible on this earth to those giants in the cause of 
God’s love, I had resolved after reading at various times of the great deeds 
done in the Huron Missions, to visit this Holy Land sanctified by the labors, 
tears, prayers and blood of the martyr band of Jogues, Anthony Daniel, 
Charles Garnier, John de Brebouf, Gabriel Lallemant, Anne de Noue, 
Natalis Chabanel, and many others, little dreaming at the time that it was 
so near me. 

Leaving my home in Northwestern Pennsylvania, on the morning of 
July 27th, 1886, I was in Buffalo at noon, and passing through and changing 
cars at Toronto, I was in Orillia at 9 o’clock the same evening. 

Whilst the guest of the Rev. K. C. Campbell, the Pastor of Orillia, and 
in company with him I had the pleasure of visiting a few of the most 
notable sites of this Huron Mission, which 1 will endeavor to describe in 
your pages. 

The Huron Country, I may state for the benefit of your readers, who 
might be desirous of knowing its precise location, is situated in the province 
of Ontario, between Lake Simcoe and the Georgian Bay, an inlet of Lake 
Huron. Lake Simcoe would form its Eastern boundary. the Georgian Bay 
its western; the Severn River, which is the outlet of Lake Simcoe through 
Lake Couchiching into the Georgian Bay and part of the Georgian Bay 
called Matchedash Bay, its northern boundaries, and a line drawn from 
Barrie, the County seat of Simcoe’of which County the Huron Country may 
be called the northern half, across to Collingwood on the Georgian Bay its 
southern boundary. About 7000 square miles would include the whole of the 
territory inhabited by the Hurons and evangelized by the Jesuit Fathers from 
the year 1626 to June 10th 1650, with a slight interval during the time the 
English had taken possession of Quebec, and the whole of Canada until they 
restored it again under Charles I. in 1632. 

The head-quarters of the Missionaries was Quebec. Hence the Mission- 
ary Fathers accompanied the Hurons, who had come in their canoes by a 
long and circuitous route to barter their furs for the trinkets and other com- 
modities which the French offered in exchange. 

The route taken by the Fathers in their long and painful journey to the 
scene of their labours was by canoe up the St. Lawrence as far as where 
Montreal now stands. Here they took the Ottawa River, carrying their ca- 
noes upon their backs wherever the river was impassable by reason of rapids 
or other causes, as shallows &c, until they reached Lake Nipissing, whence 
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by its vutlet, now called French River, they reached the Georgian Bay, a 
part of Lake Huron. Coasting southward along the eastern shore of the 
Lake through the multitude of Islands called Parry Sound, which are said to 
surpass in beauty and number the Thousand Islands at the mouth of the St. 
Lawrence, they reached what is called at present Penetanguishene Harbor 
where is shown directly opposite the Eastern point of entrance-where the 
Ontario Reformatory is built, the place of landing, No more sheltered nor 
beautiful landing for the frail canoe of the Indian could be found or desired. 

It. isa sandy shore sloping gradually up from the water, where not a stone 
can be found, as the writer and a companion learned to their cost, when 
they sought for a stone to anchor their boat whilst fishing in this secluded in- 
let. A road, apparently long unused, leads up into the woods and is lost in 
them; and may it not be the very same road taken by the Fathers to reach 
Ihonatirio, or St. Joseph, as it was afterwards called by the Jesuits, the first 
of the Indian towns to which they came. When this town was destroyed by 
fire, the Jesuit Fathers, as was their custom, transfered tre name of St. 
Joseph to another mission in the southeastern part of the territory near Lake 
Simcoe, in the Indian town of Teanaustaye. 

The total distance traveled by the Fathers to reach the Huron country 
from Quebec was 900 miles. The time usually required was 30 days, during 
which no less than thirtyfive portages according to Parkman in his history 
of the Jesuits in North America,, but according to Father Raguenau sixty, 
(and surely he is the best authority,) had tou be made around cataracts or 
rapids; and each portage required at least four trips to transport the goods 
which were in each canoe. From this, when we reflect on the constrained 
and immoveable positions which the missionaries were compelled to main- 
tain seated in the bottoms of the light canoes in order not to tip them over, 


and when we think of the slippery and sharp rocks in the bottom of the rapid 
streams when they were compelled to wade through them barefvot,'and on the 


- unbroken roads or rather paths filled with rocks or briars, or fallen 


trees, we can learn something of the hardships they had to undergo at the 
very outset in order to reach the scene of their labors. Most frequently 

uring the whole of this long journey not a word would be spoken by their 
stolid companions. nor could the Fathers have the pleasure of one-another’s 
company, as they were divided up among the canoes. Often it was most by 
compulsion that the Indians took them along with them, and not the least 
assistance would be given; so that frequently they were obliged to leave 
many valuable and necessary articles behind in the woods lest they might be 
left themselves. The Hurotis too were notorious thieves and required con- 
stant watching. 
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ST. MARY’S. 

On the 28th of July 1886 in company with Rev. Father Campbell the Pas- 
tor of Orillia, I took’ a train on the Midland R. R. which runs in a north- 
westerly direction principally along the southern shore of the Georgian Bay 
from Orillia to Midland which is within a couple of miles of Penetanguish- 
ene, to visit the remains of St. Mary’s, once the centre of all the Jesuit 
missions in this section. 

This famous site is about 44 miles in a direct line towards the north- 
west from the city of Orillia; but by the railroad, which winds along the 
many indentations of the Georgian Bay to accommodate the many 
saw mills which abound in this region, it must be about 60. 

On the map of the County the place is called Quinville; but by the 
railroad it is called Brunoville. It is a mere flag station, and consists of only 
a saw mill and one dwelling. There is no depot, only a rude platform 
for loading lumber. The train stopped on the western bank of the 
River Wye, and recrossing it on foot by the R. R. track, and descending to 
the right or southern side of the railroad. after climbing over a fence, we 
came to the ruins of what is here called the Old Fort. Nothing remains 
but the stone foundation, which is not much more, as well as I can remem- 
ber at the; resent writing, than a couple of feet above the level.. It is in 
the form of a parallelogram with the remains of the four bastions, one at 
each corner, well defined. It runs north and south within a few feet of the 
River Wye, which at this point is about one hundred feet in width and of a 
good depth. 

Pacing the Old Fort we found it to measure 150 by 60 feet. Within 
this rather small enclosure or fortress, were, a church for the public devo 
tions of the pilgrims, the house of the fathers and a hospital. Without its 
walls was the cemetery. Within the ruins of the wallsis still visible what 
must have been a well. There is a tradition that about 30 years ago a 
priest came here and digging among the ruins unearthed a box, and had it 
carried off to Quek c. Quite close to the southern end of the fort is still to 
been seen the small ditch, which ran in from the river and which served as 
a wharfage for the canoes of the Indians. Looking off to the south isa flat 
expanse of sandy soil thickly covered at the time of my visit with peas, 
which had been sowed as food for hogs or cattle. This expanse must. 
according to the description and intent of the settlement, as given by Rev, 
Father Raguenau in the III. Chapter of his Relation of 1647-48, have been 
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always clear of timber, so that the Irogiwis, the dreaded foe of the Huron’s 
could not approach unseen. The lake from which the Wye flowed. is now 
nearly dried up. Itis only amarsh. It is called Mud Lake. To the 
left at some distance from the fort rises a hillside thickly wooded. 


Turning to the north the first object which meets the eye’ is the rail- 
road, coming out of a cut in thehillontheright. Immediately beyond 
it and extending off over the hillside to the right is a farm still called the 
Jesuit farm. The Jesuits, according to report, still hold it, and it must be 
the oldest piece of cultivated property in all this region. Following the 
River Wye in its course Northward to Matchedatcli Bay, an inlet of the Geor- 
gian Bay, we see it as it must have been 240 years ago, shut in by precipi- 
tous banks on the right and- left covered with the tall evergreen 
hemlock and curving off to the left so as to shut off entirely the view to or 
from the open waters of the bay beyond. Thus whilst this retreat of St. 
Mary’s was shut in from the view of wandering Indians on the lake, and 
was not exposed to a surprise from of the Iroquois form the south, is 
had by means of the rivera secure way fora quiet retreat in the times 
of great danger. It was in every way a point well chosen. It was 
founded towards the close of the year 1639; it was abandoned and totally 
destroyed by the Jesuit Fathers themselves on the 10th of June 1649, when 
making a large raft they loaded on it as much of their goods as it would 
bear, and set out for the last refuge of the Christian and pagan Huron in this 
part of the world, Christian Island, called by the Fathers St. Joseph’s Island, 
on which they founded a new St. Mary’s. This island is separated from the 
Huron promontory by a channel about three miles in width. 

The following letter of Father Raguenau in the Relations'of 1647&48, ° 
Chapter III, will give some idea of the life passed at St. Mary’s, and which 
should serve to make it a remarkable and most hallowed spot in the history 
of the Church in America and a place that should by all means 
be in the possession of the Church, or in the hands of the Jesuit Fathers, 

‘*The house of St. Mary’s being now in the heart of the country is less ex- 
posed to the incursions of enemies. ‘This however has not prevented some 
adventurers coming from time to time and striking a blow even in sight of 
our dwelling: but never daring to approach but in small numbers, and 
stealthily, for fear of being perceived by the frontier towns and attacked. 
So we live here in safety and, thanks to God, not one of our number has 
been surprised by the ambushes of our enemies. 
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Weare forty-two Frenchmen in the midst of all these infidel nations; 
eighteen belong to our society and the rest are chosen persons, the greater 
part of whom have taken the resolution to live and die with us, aiding us by 
their work and industry with such courage, fidelity and holinessthat has in 
truth nothing of earth in it. From God alone do they look for reward, 
deeming themselves too happy in giving their toil and if need be their blood 
to contribute their share towards the conversion of these barbarians. I may 
call it the house of God and the gate of heaven; and this is the thought of 
all who are here, and who find it a paradise on earth, where abide the peace 
and joy of the Holy Ghost, with charity and zeal for souls. 

This house is a resort for the whole country, where our Christians find a 
hospital in sickness, a strong refuge in time of alarm. and a guest-house 
when they come to visit us. In one year we have counted more than 3000 


persons to whom we have given lodging, and sometimes'within the space of 
fifteen days we have entertained six and seven hundred Christians with 
ordinarily three meals for each, without counting the great numbers that are 
constantly passing every day on whom we bestow charity; so that in this 
strange land we feed those who ought to furnish us with the means of living, 
It is true we have not the delicacies and abundance of France: Indian corn 
ground in a mortar and boiled in water seasoned with some smoked fish 
which does for salt, made into a batter, is both eating and drinking for us 
teaching us that nature needs but little, and giving us, thanks be to God., a 
soundness of body less subject to sickness, than if we were surrounded by the 
richness and variety of the viands of Europe. 

Ordinarily only two or three of our Fathers reside here, the rest being 
scattered throughout our missions which are now ten in number: some are 
fixed in the principal towns of the country; others are more wandering, one 
single Father being obliged to take charge of ten or twelve hamlets, and 
some going farther still, traveling twenty-five and a hundred leagues in order 
that all these. Nations may be enlightened at the same time with the light of 
the Gospel. 

We always endeavor to gather all the Fathers together two or three times 
a year to enter into ourselves, and to be entirely devoted to God in prayer 
and then confer on the means and lights which experience and the Holy 


Ghost may give us from day to day to facilitate the conversion of these peo- 
ple; after which it is necessary to return to work as soon as possible, and 
leave the sweetness of solitude to seek God in the salvation of souls.’’ 
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Altogether there were eleven missions attended from St.Mary’s:. eight 
among the Hurons, and three among the Algonquins, who lived towards the 
north and east of the Huron country. 


8T. IGNAOE. 


On the day following the visit to St. Mary’s or Old Fort, Father Camp- 
bell and your correspondent set out with a horse and buggy on a long drive 
of 19 miles for the site of the mission of St. Ignace, the most interesting of 
all the points in this, for the American Catholic, most interesting country. 

It was the scene of the martyrdom of Fathers John de Brebcuf and 
Gabriel Lallemant. 

To Mr. John Gilmary Shea we are deeply indebted for the accounts he 
has gathered and given us in the History of the Catholic Missions among the 
Indian Tribes of the United States; but in addition to the account he has 
given us in the above mentioned work I have found in the Report of the 
Canadian Archives of the year 1884, very kindly sent to me by Mr. Joseph 
Murphy of the Department of Crown lands, Toronto, Ontario, the copy ofa 
leiter written by the Jesuit Brother, who was the companion of Fathers 
Brebouf and L’Allemant, describing accurately the manner and circum- 
stances of their death, which I am sure will be of the highest interest to the 
readers of your Quarterly. 

The Report of the Archives gives both the quaint French of the Broth- 
er’s letter and the English translation. I send you only the latter. 

‘*Veritable account of the martyrdom and most happy death of Father Jean 
de Brebceuf and of Father Gabriel L’Allemant in New France, in the coun- 
try of the Hurons by the Iroquois, enemies of the Faith.’’ 

Father Jean de Brebouf and Father Gabriel L’Allemant had set out 
from our cabin, to go to a small bourg, called St. Ignace distant from our 
cabin about a short quarter of a league, to instruct the savages and the new 
Christians of that bourg. It was on the 16th day of March, (1649,) in the 
morning, that we perceived a great fire at the place to which these two good 
fathers had gone. This fire made us very uneasy. We did not know whether 
it was enemies or whether the fire had taken in some of the huts of the village. 
The Rev. Father Paul Raguenau, our Superior, immediately resolved to send 
some one to learn what might be the cause. But no-sooner had we formed 
the design of going there to see, than we perceived several savages on the 
road coming straight towards us, We all thought it was the Iroquois who 
were coming to attack us, but having considered them more closely, we per- 
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ceived that it was Hurons who where flying from the fight and who had 
escaped from the combat. These poor savages caused great pity in us. 
They were all covered with wounds. One had his head fractured; another 
his arm broken; another had an arrow in his eye; another had his arm cut 
off by a blow from an axe. In fine the day was passed receiving into our 
huts all these poor wounded people, and in looking with compassion towards 
the fire and the place where went these two good Fathers. We saw the fire 
and the barbarians, but we could not see anything of the two Fathers. 
Here is what these savages told us of the taking of the Bourg of St. Ignace 
and of the Fathers Jean de Brebouf and Gabriel L’Allemant:— 
The Iroquois came to the number of twelve hundred men; took our vil- 
liage; took Father Breboouf and his companion; set fire to all the, hut. 
They proceeded to discharge their rage on these two Fathers, for they took 
them both and stripped them entirely naked, and fastened each to a post. 
They tied both of their hands together. They tore the nails from their 
fingers. They beat them with a shower of blows from cudgels, on the shoul- 
ders, the loins. the belly, the legs and the face, there being no part of their 
body which did not endure this torment. They told usfyrther: Although 
Father Breboouf was overwhelmed under the weight of these blows, he did 
not cease continually to speak of God and to encourage all the new Chris- 
tians who were captives like himself, to suffer well, that they might die well 
in order to go in company with him to Paradise. Whilst the good Father 
was thus encouraging these good people, a wretched Huron renegade, who 
had remained a captive with the Iroquois, and whom Father Brebcuf had 
formerly instructed and baptized, hearing him speak of Paradise and Holy 
Baptism, was irritated and said to him, ‘‘ Echon, ’’ that is Father Breboeuf’s 
name in Huron, ’’ thou sayst, that baptism and the sufferings of this life 
lead straight to Paradise, thou wilt go soon, for I am going to baptize thee 
and to make thee suffer well, in order to go the sooner to thy Paradise.’” 
‘* The barbarian having said that, took a kettle full of boiling water, 
which he poured over his body three different times, in derision of holy bap- 
tism. And each time that he baptised him in this manner the barbarian 
said to him with bitter sarcasm, ‘‘ Go to heaven, for thou art well baptised. ’” 
After that they made him suffer several other torments. The first was to 
make axes red hot and to apply them to the loins and under the arm pits. 
They made a collar of these red hot axes and put it on the neck of this 
good Father. This is the fashion in which I have seen it made for other 
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prisoners. They make six axes red hot, and take a large withe of green 
wood ‘pass the six axes through the large end of the withe take the two ends 
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tixenas Je Bitsist page dep 


[The aes above is from a photo of a silver bust sent from Nermandy to Quebec by the family 
of De Brebeuf, in which to place his skull. It is to be seen at the Hotel-Dieu, Quebec.] 





together, and then put it over the neckgof the sufferer. I have seen no tor- 
ment which more moved meto com passio nthat. Foryouseeaman bound 
naked to a post, who having thiscollar on his neck, cannot tell what postureto 
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ceived that it was Hurons who where flying from the ight and who had 
escaped from the combat. These poor savages caused great pity in us. 
They were all covered with wounds. One had his head fractured; another 
his arm broken; another had an arrow in his eye; another had his arm cut 
off by a blow from an axe. In fine the day was passed receiving into our 
huts all these poor wounded people, and in looking with compassion towards 
the fire and the place where went these two good Fathers. We saw the fire 
and the barbarians, but we could not see anything of the two Fathers. 
Here is what these savages told us of the taking of the Bourg of St. Ignace 
and of the Fathers Jean de Brebwuf and Gabriel L’Allemant:— 
The Iroquois came to the number of twelve hundred men; took our vil- 
liage; took Father Brebouf and his companion; set fire to all the, hut. 
They proceeded to discharge their rage on these two Fathers, for they took 
them both and stripped them entirely naked, and fastened each to a post. 
They tied both of their hands together. They tore the nails from their 
fingers. They beat them with a shower of blows from cudgels, on the shoul- 
dears, the loins. the belly, the legs and the face, there being no part of their 
body which did not endure this torment. They told usfyrther: Although 
Father Breboouf was overwhelmed under the weight of these blows, he did 
not cease continually to speak of God and to encourage all the new Chris- 
tians who were captives like himself, to suffer well, that they might die well 
in order to go in company with him to Paradise. Whilst the good Father 
was thus encouraging these good people, a wretched Huron renegade, who 
had remained a captive with the Iroquois, and whom Father Brebcuf had 
formerly instructed and baptized, hearing him speak of Paradise and Holy 
Baptism, was irritated and said to him, ‘‘ Echon, ’’ that is Father Breboeuf’s 
name in Huron, ”’ thou sayst, that baptism and the sufferings of this life 
lead straight to Paradise, thou wilt go soon, for I am going to baptize thee 
and to make thee suffer well, in order to go the sooner to thy Paradise.’? 
‘* The barbarian having said that, took a kettle full of boiling water, 
which he poured over his body three different times, in derision of holy bap- 
tism. And each time that he baptised him in this manner the barbarian 
said to him with bitter sarcasm, ‘‘ Go to heaven, for thou art well baptised. ’” 
After that they made him suffer several other torments. The first was to 
make axes red hot and to apply them to the loins and under the arm pits. 
They made a collar of these red hot axes and put it on the neck of this 
good Father. This is the fashion in which I have seen it made for other 
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prisoners. They make six axes red hot, and take a large withe of green 
wood ‘pass the six axes through the large end of the withe take the two ends 
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[The as above is from a photo of a silver bust sent from Nermandy to Quebec by the ean 
De Brebeuf, in which to place his skull. it is to be seea at the Hotel-Vieu, Quebec 





together, and then put it over the neck of the sufferer. I have seen no tor- 
ment which more moved meto compassion thanthat, Foryouseeaman bound 
naked to a post, who having thiscollar on his neck, cannot tell what postureto 
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take. For if he lean forward, those above his shoulders weigh the more on 
him; if he lean back, those on his stomach make him suffer the same tor- 
ment, if he keep erect, without leaning to one side or the other, the burning 
axes applied equally on both sides, give him a double torture. 

After that they put on him a belt full of pitch and resin and set fire to 
it, which roasted his whole body. During all these torments, Father 
Brebeuf endured like a rock insensible to fire and flames which astonished 
all the blood thirsty wretches who tormented him. His zeal was so great 
that he preached continually to those infidels to try to convert them. His 
executioners were enraged against him for constantly speaking to them of 
God and their conversion. To prevent him speaking more, they cut off his 
upper and lower lips. After that they set themselves to strip the flesh from 
his legs, thighs, and arms, to the very bone, and put it to roast before his 
eyes in order to eat it. Whilst they tormented him in this manner, these 
wretches derided him, saying, ‘‘Thow seest well that we treat thee as a 
friend, since we shall be the cause of thy eternal happiness; thank us then 
for these good offices which we render thee, for the more /thou shalt suffer, 
the more will thy God reward thee, ”’ 

These villians seeing that the good Father began to grow weak, made 
him sit down on the ground, and one of them taking a knife, cut off the 
skin covering his skull. Another of these barbarians seeing that the good 
Father would soon die, made an opening in the upper part of his chest, tore 
out his heart which he roasted and ate. Others came to drink his blood 
still warm, which they drank with both hands, saying that Father Brebceuf 
had been very courageous to endure so much pain as they had given him, 
and that in drinking his blood they would become courageous like him. 

This is what we learned of thé martyrdom and most happy death ot 
Father Jean de Breboouf by several Christian savages worthy of belief, 
who had been constantly present from the time the good Father was taken 
till his death. These good Christians were prisoners to the Iroquois, who 
were taking them into their country to be put to death, But our good God 
was gracious enough to enable them to escape by the way, and they came to. 
us to recount all that I have set down in writing. 

Father Brebceuf was taken on the 16th day of March, in the morning, 
with Father L’Allemant in the year 1649. Father Breboouf died the same 


day of his capture about four o’clock in the afternoon. These barbarians 
threw the remains of his budy into the fire, but the fat which still remained 
on his body extinguished the fire and he was not consumed. 
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I do not doubt that all that I have just related is true, and I would seal 
it with my blood, for I have seen the same treatment given to Iroquois 
prisoners whom the Huron savages had taken in war, with the exception of 
the boiling water which I have not seen poured on anyone. 

I am about to describe truly what I saw of the martyrdom and of the 
most happy death of Father Jean de Brebouf and of Father Gabriel 
L’Allemant. On the next morning, when we had assurance of the depart- 
ure of the enemy, we went to the spot to seek for the remains of their 











[The engraving above is a representation of the death of Fathers 4e Brebeuf and Lallemant, 
as found in Creuxins, a contemporary. ] 


bodies, to the place where their lives had been taken. We found them both, 
but a little apart from one another. They were brought to our hut, and laid 
uncovered upon the bark of trees, where I examined them at leisure, for 
more than two hours time, to see if what the savages had told us of their 
martyrdom and death weretrue, I examined first the body of Father de 
Breboeuf which was pitiful to see, as well as that of Father L’Allemant. 
The body of Father de Brebceuf had his legs, thighs and arms stripped of 
flesh to the very bone; I saw and touched a large number (quantite) of great 
blisters, which he had on several places on his body, from the boiling water 
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which these barbarians poured over him in imitation of Holy Baptism. I 
saw and touched the wound from a belt of bark, full of pitch and resin 
which roasted his whole body. I saw and touched the marksof burns from 
the collar of axes placed on his shoulders and stomach, I saw and touched 
his two lips which they had cut off because he constantly spoke of God 
whilst they made him suffer. I saw and touched all parte of his body, 
which had received more than 200 blows from a stick. I saw and touched 
the top of his scalped (ecorchee) head; I saw and touched the opening which 
these barbarians had made to tear out his heart. In fine, I saw and touched 
all the wounds of his body such as the savages had told and assured us of; 
we buried these precious relics on Sunday the 21st day of March, 1649, with 
much consolation. I had the happiness of carrying them to the grave and 
of inhuming them with those of Father Gabriel L’Allemant. When we 
left the country of the Hurons, we lifted both bodies from the ground and 
set them to boil in strong lye. All the bones were well scraped, and the care 
of having them dried was given to me. I put them every day into a little 
oven made of clay, which we had, after having heated it slightly, and when 
in a state to be packed, they were enveloped separately in silk stuff. Then 
they were put into two small chests and we brought them to Quebec, where 
they are held in great veneration. ‘ 

It is not a doctor of the Sorbonne who has composed this, as you may 
easily see, it isa remnant from the Iroquois, and a person who bas lived 
more than thought, who is and shall be ever, Sir, 


Your very humble and very obedient servant; 


CHRISTOPHE REGNAUT, 
Coadjutor Brother with the Jesuits of Caen, 1678, Companion of Fatkers 
Brebeuf and L’Allemant above mentioned, 


This letter I give'word for word and point for point as it is given in page 
LXV of the report of the Canadian Archives of 1884. 

Setting out early in the morning with Father Campbell and taking the 
Coldwater Road, which starts in a westerly direction from Orillia, we soon 
came to a beautiful lake called Bass Lake, no doubt from the large numbers 
of that fish which sport in its waters. This body of water, which is four 
miles in length by three in width, is shut in on all sides by steep. well wood- 
ed banks, and seems to be as free from the incursions of fishermen as on 
the day the Indiansleft the country. Nota boat, save a useless flat-bottomed 
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thing, that some farmer’s son at some time in the past must have patched 
together out of a few spare boards, to try his luck, could be seen. Only one 
house was near, It looked like a charming place to spend a quiet day with 
a few congenial friends fishing. It is 797 feet above the sea. 

Passing it by reluctantly, we hastened onward in a northerly direction 
to Warminster, where we delayed awhile to visit a beantiful little Church 
attended by Father Campbell from Orillia, and thence onward until the 
road entered a valley and ran in a northerly direction along the foot 
and to the right of the ridge on which the mission of St. Ignace was situa- 
ted. As we journeyed along, the absence of all nut bearing trees was very 
noticeable—no chestputs,snor walnuts nor hickories—It would be a poor 
place for our boys in fall and-winter. Father Campbell told me that there 
were a few butternuts or beechnuts; but in very small quantities. This 
same state of affairs must have existed at the time the Jesuit Fathers labor- 
ed here; for in their efforts to supply the starving Hurons with. food they 
relied mainly on an unpalatable mess made of acorns. After passing Cold- 
water, keeping still towards the north, we began to ascend until we struck 
a very rough road branching off to the left and the west, which climbed the 
ridge above mentioned. About noon we reached the summit, After par- 
taking of our ‘lunch and feeding our horse we turned in a southerly direction 
on the Gloucester road through the woods, in which were many of the birch 
trees, from which the Indians procured the bark for their canoes. We soon 
came to the site of the Indian town or mission of St. Ignace. It consists 
of the western half of Lot Number 20 in the 10th concession in Medonte 
township. 

That your readers may understand this division of townships into 
Lots and concessions I may state, that on the maps each township is 
divided off into parallelograms one mile in width by two miles in length. 
Thus in the Medonte township the concessions or lengths are two miles 
runping east ard west, while the lots are one mile in width running 
north and south ; or in other words the long side of the parallelogram is 
called the concession and the short side the lot. Medonte, stating from 
its boundary-line on the south dividing it from Oro township, and running 
north has 24 lots; and running along its northern boundary dividing it 
from Tay township starting from the west and running east, has 14 con- 
cessions. 

Coming to the farm which nowoccupies the site of the Huron town, we 
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found two houses built upon it. One, thelarger and older. and if I remember 
rightly, built of logs, was inhabited by Mrs. James Fox, a low-sized, whole 
souled, good Catholic Irish woman, who at that time of our visit had lived 
here for forty four years. Her husband had died the year before our visit. 
How she and her husband came here, and what induced them to stay, for 
all the neighborhood is still a wilderness, is a mystery, part of that mysteri- 
ous action of Divine Providence by which we find the sons and daughters of 
Ireland every where. 

Her house stands on the very spot on which the chapel of the Fathers 
stood. It faces to the south, and along the front of the house is a deep 
ravine running east and west. Along the edge of this ravine, which is 80 
rods in length, were the palisades, upright posts, which served to defend 
the town. A short distance back of her house is the house of her son, who 
is married, and who works the farm of about fifty acres. During our stay 
Mrs. James Fox spread out before us, on a plain deal table, many remains 
or relics of the Indians, found by her husband over forty years ago when 
digging the foundations of their house, the rims of large copper kettles with 
the bowed handles still attached, the bodies having rotted away, flint arrow 
heads,-Indian tobacco pipes,-charred bones,-charred corn and beans,-small 
colored beads, their wampum or money,-an iron tomahawk,-four Indian 
axes made also of iron and bearing the French stamp-and many other 
things. Ali these had been taken up from a box, into which they had been 
thrown promiscuously and laid before us. 

Twenty four years before, Dr. Taché, the brother of Archbishop Taché 
came here and took away a great quantity of relics, consisting principally of 
Indian copper kettles, the whole lot said by the old lady to be worth about. 
$2000 00 and placed them in the Paris Exposition. 

Looking among the relics 1 saw some things that were most interesting 
on account of their most probable connection with the martyrdom of 
Fathers Brebeouf and Lallemant, and setting these aside I asked Mrs. Fox 
if I might have them. She told me to take all I wanted. Making my 
little selection, which I esteemed of the highest value, I forced upon the 
good woman a small offering, for which she would have me take the whole 
pile. My selection was as follows: 

1st: An iron tomahawk, which had back of where the handle, now 
entirely gone, had been inserted, an iron socket into which must have been. 
fastened a spike or some sharp-pointed instrument. 





SCENES OF THE HURON MISSIONS. 119 


2nd: An iron axe, evidently obtained from the French, with a stamp 
on each side very much like three Maltese crosses. The face of this axe 
bears a deepdent. It is said that the Iroquois were always accustomed to 
dent in this manner all the captured axes of their enemies, as their more 
civilized followers spike the guns. 

But may not this axe be one of those that had been made red hot and 
strung around the necks of Brebceuf and Lallemant ? 

3d: A thimble, an ordinary tailor’s thimble of steel, with the mark of 
clotted blood still upon it, very likely the property of the Fathers, for 
they were compelled to be their own tailors, and ever prepared to sew up 
the rents, which the briars and branches through which they passed in 
their missionary journeys made in their cassocks and clothes: 

4th; A pewter smoking pipe. The total length of stem and bowl is 
four and three-fourth inches. The bowl is quite small, being about one 
~ inch in depth, and a half-inch in diameter at the opening, The marks of 
the smoker’s teeth are quite plain upon the stem. This plainly, could not 
have been the work of an Indian, and could hardly have been owned by them. 
It is a fac-simile of our common clay pipe, even to the small drop at the 
bottom of the bowl. Was it Father Brobceuf’s ? 

5th: The bottom of either a small chalice or of a thurible or of an 
incense boat. 

6th A brass tea-spoon black with age, and somewhat worn at the 
right hand side near the top as if oy frequent contact, with the 
bottom of the cup or bowl, as must have been almost always the case with 
the Fathers in this country, going away from their scant meals, like the 
ancient Persians, hungry. 

7th : An Indian arrow head made from a plate of copper, with the 
barbed points and short stem between them cut as if by some blunt 
ostrument. 

8th: An ordinary Indian pipe bowl made of stone. and a few colored 
beads or wampum. 

The Rev. Father Campbell selected a small sharp piece ofiron or steel 
about the size of a razor blade and just as sharp, which bears strong resembl- 
ance to the instrument seen in the hand of the murderous wretch, who in the 
picture of the martyrdom of Breboouf and Lallemant, is represented cutting 
off a slice of the martyr’s flesh and devouring it before his eyes. One thing 
most ‘ 2rtain about these relics is that they were dug up from the very site of 
the martyrdom of these Fathers, and there is a very strong probability of 





120 AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 


their being genuine relics of these holy men, who laid down their lives on 
this hallowed spot in the midst of the most cruel tortures for the sake of 
Christ their Divine Master. 

It would indeed have been most gratifying if the exact spot where stood 
the stakes where the fathers consummated their lives of sacrifice by the ter- 
ribly severe agony they endured during that long day and night of the 16th and 
17th of March 1649, could have been pointed out ; but we were near enough. 
Here were all the surroundings of that dread day. Lovuking back to 1649 we 
could see the deep foss, its edge lined with the upright ‘posts broken through 
here and there by the victorious enemy, the smoking ruins of the chapel, the 
still standing long bark cabins of tbe Hurons, in wh ich the old men and severe- 
ly wounded warriors, and young wives and children were confined in dread ex- 
pectation of their fate, perhaps already tied to the posts where they were to be 
with consumed their own dwel lings, the dense wood on the north and west, 
which shut them off from the viewof the valley, where the Mission of St. Louis 
was already a mass of charred timber and smoking remains of ruined cabins 
and ‘the retreat of St. Mary’s to the north-west whence the Father Superior 
Father Raguenau, and his assistants could see the rising smoke and almost 
hear the savage yells of exulation over the sufferings of the helpless victims. 

There is no mark, no chapel, not even a tablet or sign board to tell the 
chance traveler of the wonderful things done and suffered here for the 
cause of Christ. It is intended indeed at some future time to erect a chapel 
on these grounds to commemorate the glorious consummation of lives of 
heroic charity made by the great men, great saints, we may call them, upon 
this hallowed spot. Here is a grand chance for sume one or several of our 
wealthy Catholic laymen to combine purchase the farm and erect a monument 
that will keep alive the memory of those holy priests on the spot where they 
died. After leaving Orillia, where I had received the greatest kindness from 
Father Campbell, I visited Penetanguishene on whose bay is the landing 
place of the first missionaries to the Hurons, already described, where the 
Rev. Father Laboureau is erecting a large memorial church in honor of the 
martyrs ofthe Huron mission: Daniel, Breboouf, Lallemant, Garnier and 
Chabanel. On the return trip from Penetanguishine to Toronto , the course 
taken by the Iroquois in their invasion of the Huron Country after they had 
crossed the mouth of the Niagara river and coasted along the shores of Lake 
Ontario until they landed in the neighborhood of where Toronto now stands, 
could be seen. Carrying their canoes some distance inland they struck 
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Holland Run, and paddling and dragging their canoes they came by means 
of this stream to Lake Simcoe, and then they were in the country of the 
Hurons, with easy access by water to almost every point. 

On the east of the mdge on which the mission of St. Ignace was situa- 
ted and which runs north and south through the Huron country, the land 
is generally rolling ; but on the west, to the shores of Lake Huron it is flat 
sandy, and in many places, marshy. We may get some idea of what the 
twenty-five Jesuit Fathers, who at one time or anotherlaboredin this Huron 
eountry, and the four Franciscan, or. Recollet Fathers and one brother, 
who preceeded them suffered, when we reflect on the severity of the long 
winter in these parts, where the thermometer is nearly always below zero, 
ordinarily from ten to fifteen degrees, and frequently as low as 20 and even 
80. And, when we add to this the piercing chilliness of the winds that 
blow from the Lakes, and the Huron Country had lakes on the north, east, 
west ; and the poor protection the bark structures of the Hurons afforded; 
and the scant supplies of clothing the fathers had, on account of irregular 
and frequently interrupted communication with Quebec, and the intoler- 
able smoke of the fires within the Indian huts, and the shoals of crawling 
and leaping vermin to which the savages were accustomed and the filthi- 
ness and immodesty of the Indian habits, we may well, conclude that even 
if these pioneers and devoted servantsof God had never shed a drop of their 
blood they would be well entitled to the honors due to martyrs, 


JAMES J. DUNN. 
Meadville, Pa. 





FIRS MASS IN WILLIMANTIO. 
WILLIMANTIC, ConN., 15th May 1887. 
‘*Yes, I remember the first Mass said in Willimantic. It was just be- 
fore Father De Bruycker’s time, more than a quarter of a century ago. 
The Yankees closed the town hall, like Cromwell, no doubt, friends of 


religious liberty, but against ‘the Popish abomination of the Mass,’ and 


the visiting priest had.to offer the Holy Sacrifice on a few boxes, in the 
open field, where St. Joseph’s Church has since been built by Father De 
Bruycker.’’— Catholic Review, May 26th. 1868, 
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About one hundred years ago there stood in Waterford township, Glou- 
cester county, N. J., by the north side of a beautiful stream of water now 
known as Clark’s or O’Neil’s branch, a cabin built of cedar logs, squared 
and framed together, making a substantial and comfortable dwelling. It 
was covered with cedar bark for a roof, so laid that it was impervious to 
rain and storm, and the joints between the logs were so carefully filled with 
clay. that the wind and driving snow were effectually kept out. 

It was large enough for two rooms and an attic, and with a stick chim- 
ney at each end made a living and sleeping apartment. The floor was of 
hard clay and the windows were mere openings in the logs and without 
glass. Its site was about one mile south of the town of Waterford, and 
but a short distance from the Camden and Atlantic Railroad. It stood soli- 
tary and alone in the grand old forest of cedar, oak and pine thereabouts, 
no habitation being within miles of it when built, and it so remained for 
many years after. 

The builders and first occupiers were three Germans named Sebastian, 
Ignatius and Xaverius Woos, who left their native country to avoid military 
conscription, which was so tyrannically exercised at that time. In the 
depths of the forest they were beyond the search of those sent to arrest 
them, yet preserved a means of communication from home for reasons that 
will appear later on. They were not entirely destitute, but brought with 
them many articles which added to their comfort and convenience. Near 
their cabin passed one of the Indian trails, aud where it crossed the branch 
that led from the Delaware river toward the ocean; where travelled the 
natives and who were their frequent visitors. Good faith in all their trans- 
actions soon established the best of feeling between them and no fear of 
injury was entertained by these strangers from the wild men of the forest. 

This dwelling humble and unpretentious as it was, they called Shane’s 
Castle, which name remained as long as one log rested upon another, bring- 
ing with it many interesting traditions out of the long past. The exact 
date of their coming is not known, but in 1760 they applied to the Council 
of Proprietors to grant them title to the land where their habitation stood 
and which they had selected for a home. 

A tradition in the family has it, that Sebastian had made his own one 
of * two willing hearts ’’ before he sought a home in America, and although 
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the parents of the pretty German girl opposed their wishes, yet she remained 
true to her promise to follow him ‘‘ wheresoever he went.’ A secret corres- 
pondence was carried on through a mutual friend and at last she received the 
welcome tidings to venture across the sea for his house was built and all 
things in readiness. Her absence from home was not discovered until the 
ship had sailed that carried her to her lover, and all too late to prevent her 
seeking him in a strange and foreign land. 

The voyage was a long one, but he faithfully awaited for hee arrival, 
and although the vessel was far overdue yet he believed her true to her 
promise and never despaired of her coming. At last the ship came to Phila- 
delphia, and after the joy of their meeting was over, she told him-she had 
left her home penniless, and must be sold for a term of years to pay her 
passage money, according to the law then in existence. Little did he heed 
this, for his skill as a hunter and as a collector of furs and skins, had fur- 

‘nished him with ample means, and soon the demand was paid and the next 
day, according to the rites of the Koman Catholic Church, she promised to 
be his companion for life. 

In her jcurney to their future home she must have been strangely 
impressed with the stretches of primitive forest—the long, narrow and ior- 
tuous road, the streams to be forded and the swamps to be crossed—the few 
inhabitants and the strange. costume and appearance of the aboriginees., 
Xaverius and Ignatius, the brothers, were not unmindful of her approach, 
and made her welcome by their kind words, as well as by the feast of good 
things set before her. There was no scarcity, for fish, flesh or fowl were in 
abundance. Happy in her marriage the surroundings soon became familiar 
and attractive, and she was content with her lot as cast in the wilds of 
America, although far from friends at home and isolated from society, as 
but few passed that way in those early times. 

About the middle of the Eighteenth century attempts were made to 
utilize the bog ore so abundant in the swamps on the eastern slope of New 
Jersey, and to accomplish that end furnaces were erected at what has since 
been known as Batsto, Atsion and Weymouth. The operatives at these 
forges were generally foreigners and adherents of the Roman Catholic 
Church; true to the instincts and traditions of the religion missionaries 
were soon sent out to minister to the spiritual wants of its followers wher- 
ever known to be. To reach these places long and tedious journeys had to 
be taken, which tested the energy and endurance of these faithful men to 
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the greatest extent. On foot and alone through miles of the quiet and 
onely forest they made their way, finding resting places as best they could 
where night or storm should overtake them. The doors of Shane’s Castle 
were always open to them and here those of the same religious persuasion 
made them welcome. Here for many years religious service, according to 
the tenets and forms of the Church, were had, and the few people living in 
that region were invited to hear the gospel preached. 

Sparse as were these, their number was occasionally increased by a few 
natives who without understanding a word that was uttered, could see in 
the deportment of the worshippers the sincerity and reverence that moved 
them. They only knew that the worship of the ‘‘ white man’s God”? was 
unlike the silent awe with which they regarded the Great Spirit, which was 
always about them in the mystery and grandeur of an unknown existence, 

‘* Being above all things! mighty one! 
Whom none can comprehend and none explure; 
Who fill’st existence with Thyself alone, 
Embracing all—supporting—ruling o’er— 
Being whom we call God—and know no more!”’ 

On this spot it may well be said was the religious faith of the Roman 
Catholic Church first proclaimed within the bounds of old Gloucester county, 
and perhaps in West New Jersey. 

A few acres were cleared about the dwelling, planted with fruit trees 
and shrubbery. The cattle pastured in the swamps and often returned at 
night with deer accompanying them and were herded within a strong 
enclosure to protect them from bears and panthers, which otherwise would 
too often make a feast of the calves and yearlings. The employment of the 
men was in the cedar timber, working shingles and staves for the West 
India market. 

A short distance from where the house stood, but on the opposite side 
of the stream, a grave yard was established, which is still used for that pur- 
pose, Without doubt the remains of the founders rest there, surrounded 
by many of their descendants in the direct and collateral line, as well as 
others who followed them into the wildness and settled near by. Many 
stones are still standing, but are gradually falling into decay, 

There is nothing to show that these German brothers were soldiers in 
the revolutionary war, but it is not too much to say that they visited the 
Hessian encampments and encouraged desertions from the service. Speak- 
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ing the same tongue it was easy to convince them that they were assisting 
to conquer a people seeking to free themselves from political bondage and 
endeavoring to establish a government where all men should, be equal. 
This appears in the number of Hessians, who after the battles of Trenton 
and Red Bank deserted and settled in out of the way places—some not 
many miles from where these men had made a home for themselves. They 
erected cabins in the forest and after the war closed purchased land and be- 
came good citizens. To these men many of the families in that region of 
country can trace their lineage. 

So far as known Ignatius aud Xaverius died single and the two daugh- 
ters of Sebastian who survived their parents became the owners of the estate. 
Both remained on the property, one marrying Harman Myrose and the other 
Eli Neild. The latter of these, with her husband and son and daughter, oc- 
cupied the old castle for many years and only left it when beyond repair and 
ready to tumble to the ground. Although part of the estate remains as an 
inheritance to one branch of the family, yet every vestige of the many tra- 
ditions about the old place have passed into oblivion, possibly never to be 
revived. How great the pity that so few care to cherish such remembrances, 
which as the years advance, make them the more and more shadowy—until 
forgotten. 

JOHN CLEMENTS. 

Haddonfield, N. J. 

From the Baptismal Register of Rev. Ferdinand Farmer, (Records of the 
American Catholic Historical Society Vol..1), we extract the annexed entries 
confirmatory of the above, 

Paul Francis Xavier Waas, of Sebastian and Anna Mary Waas, born 
Febuary 27th 1757, baptized April 17th 1759. Sponsors, Paul and Dorothy 
Miller. i 

Anthony Ignatius Waas, of same parents, born Nov. 9th 1758, baptized 
April 17th 1759. Sponsors, Anthony and Anna Mary (Protestant) Gabriel. 

Mary Waas, of Sebastian and Anna Mary Waas, born January 14th 
1760, baptized March 21st 1761. Sponsors: Henry Arnold and Magdalen 
Hamin. 

Mary Elizabeth Waas, of Sebastian and Anna Mary Waas, born April 
17th 1762, baptized Agust 29th. Sponsors Henry and Anna Mary F redder. 

Francis Joseph Waas, of Sebastian and Anna Mary Waas, born Nov. 
8rd 1772, baptized April 12th 1773. Sponsors, Francis and Agatha Senner. 

Anna Margaret Waas, of Sebastian and Anna Mary Waas, born 
August 14th 1774, baptized April 16th 1775. Sponsors John and Margaret 
Ridiger. 

These baptisms seem to have been administered at Philadelphia as 
Father Farmer does not name another place as was his practice. Other 
settlements of Catholics he visited as the Register shows but this at Water- 


ford is not named. Shane’s Castle would indicate that an Irishman had oc- 
cupied the Castle before the German Waas.—Ep. RESEARCHES. 
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MATHEW PLOWMAN, OOLLEOTOR OF REVENUE at NEW YORK 
1687-9, 


On November 4th, 1687, Mathew Plowman, a Catholic, was appointed 
by King James Il. ‘Our Collector and Receiver of Our Reyenue in our 
Province of New York and the Territories depending thereon in America.’’ 
He was directed, on December 13th, 1687, ‘‘ to fit yourself with all conve- 
nient speed and to repair to our said province.” 

This included all the country from and including present Maine to Dela- 
ware, except Rhode Island and Connecticut. His salary was £200, payable 
quarterly ‘‘ at the feasts of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the annun- 
ciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the nativity of St. John Baptist and St. 
Michael the archangel by even and equal portions.””» He was appointed as 
successor of Lucas Santen, appointed February 17th, 1682-3, who had suc- 
ceeded Captain Anthony Brockholes, a Catholic, who had been appointed 
Receiver General August 11th, 1681. 

The news of the abdication of King James (December 11th, 1688,) and 
the assumption of the throne by William and Mary (February 13th, 1688-9,) 
was, March Ist, 1689, received in New York. This unsettled affairs in the 
Province. The merchants ‘‘ began to dispute the payment of customs and 
duties.” The Council ordered that these revenues should be applied ‘‘ to- 
wards the payment of expenses on the fortifications, 

**The Lieutenant Governor, Francis Nicholson, and the Council being 
Protestants, resolved thereupon to suspend all Roman Catholics from com- 
mand and places of trust in the Government, and accordingly suspended 
Major Baxter from being a member of the Council and captain of a com- 
pany at Albany, and Bartholomew Russell from being ensign in the fort at 
New York, tliey both being Papists, who forthwith left their commands 
and departed the Province.” 

(** Letter from a gentleman of City of New York to another concerning the 
troubles which happened in ‘that Province in the time of the late Happy 
Revolution in New York. 1698.’’) 


On March 25th, 1689, Plowman was called on to give an account of the 
revenue, but he delayed so doing. So the Council thought ‘it most safe 
to call out his hands and secure in the fort what little money of the reve- 
nue and the county tax was in his hands, which is sealed up by himself in a 
chest.’ 
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‘* Two officers of the garrison, Captain Baxter and Ensign Russell, at 
fort at. New York, were kaown to be Roman Catholics, for which reason also 
the Lieutenant-Governor of New York, to avoid all jealousies, sent them 
both not only out of the garrison but even out of the Province. 

Of the 22 soldiers in the fort, *‘ of which it is alleged a number were 
Papists contrary to the laws of England, this number will be found to be 
two or three old cripples that had served in that garrison as private soldiers, 
whereof the one was a sergeant twenty years and upwards, but by what law 
of England these must be cast out to perish will hardly be found in the 
Register.’’ 

So says Col. Bayard’s Narrative uf Occurrences, at New York, April to 
December, 1689. Col. Doc., N. Y., Vol. 3, page 640. 

This was done, wrote Van Cortiand to Governor Andros, because the 
news ‘troubled the Papists very much, and we were jealous of the money 
that was in Mr. Plowman’s hand, and ordered him to bring the same in.a 
strong chest made on purpose into the fort, being about £1,100 to £1,200, 
which was so done.”’ 

His accounts were audited by Stephen Van Courtland, and presumably 
found correct, as no mention otherwise is made when the auditor’s bill was 
paid. Van Courtland had been appointed ‘‘assistant ’’ to Plowman by 
Captain Nicholson, who also recommeuded Plowman ‘“‘ observe his commis- 
sion and instructions.”’ 

The proclamation of ‘their Majesties’? that all officers not being 
Roman Catholics, were continued was said to have been received by 
William Cox. The following extracts show the course of proceedings sub- 
sequently : 

Abstract from Col. Bayard’s Journal in Documents Relating to Colonial 
History of New York, Vol.IIL., pp. 602. 

** June 24th, 1689. This morning Mr. Mayor himself and several other 
gentlemen endeavored to procure a proclamation which was denied by said 
William Cox, but at last had at Mrs. Thompson’s. Whereupon the Court 
of Aldermen and Common Council were convened and publication thereof 
made from the City Hall, as the Records will set forth. Immediately after 
publication the Court sent for members of the Council, and told Mr. Plow- 
man in regard he was no Protestant ; that therefore he was not qualified 
to continue as Collector of the Revenue, and ordered to desist from acting 
therein till further order.’’ 
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June 25th, 1689. At a convention of the members of the Council, 
with the Mayor and Common Council, Mr. Plowman was sent for and dis- 
missed.’’ 

Van Courtland, on July 9th, wrote Governor Andros thaton June 25th, 
1689, the Council met and Resolved ‘‘that the circumstances Mr. Mathew 
Plowman was in considered, he desist from any further in the customs, etc., 
which, being toid to Mr. Plowman, he was very well satisfied.” 

Stephen Van Courtland to Captain Nicholson, August 5th, 1689. Ibid. 


pp. 609. 
Since your departure Mr. Layster and Court proclaimed their Majesties 


on the 17th of Jane, ot which I gave your Honor an account by Mr. Mac- 
kinzie the 19th. The people being much against Papists being in office, Mr. 
Phillips, Co]. Bayard, the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council 
{resolved] to put Mr, Plowman out, and Col. Bayard, Paul Richards, John 
Haines and Thomas (Wenham) in the Custom House to secure all the rev- 
enues, and as they were sitting in the Custom House Capt. Layster came 
with several armed men and turned them out in aviolent mapner. Their 
committee called Mr. Plowman in the fort, who, as a madman, gave them 
an account of the money in the fort, upon which they opened it, and called 
me also to account for the taxed money. I told them it was Mr. Plowman. 
that was to give an account, for he had it in his bands, but they said I was 
to pay it again, for it was unlawfu'ly raised, and if I will not return it they 
will fetch it.” 

[This ‘* Capt. Layster’’ was John Leisler, who, ‘ for the protection of 
the Protestant religion,” made himself Lieutenant-Governor of New York, 
and claimed to hold it until the wishes of the new King and Queen had be: 
come known. He held authority for two years. He was tried for treason 
in not delivering the fort when demand was made, and executed. His dying 
confession, and that of his associates, are in the De Simitiere Collection in 
manuscript (copy.) We do not know that it hasever been published, but his 
career does not now concern the matter of our sketch. ] 


Mr. Tuder to Capt. Nicholson. (Ibid. pp. 617.) 
** Tuesday, the 25th. Mr. Plowman being a Papist, was, by Mr. Phillip 


Mr. Bayard and the Mayor and Aldermen, dismissed from the Custom 


House.”’ 
Col. Bayard’s Narrative of Occurrences at New York says: 
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** And in regard to the Collector, Mathew Plowman, being a Roman 
Catholic, was exempted by said proclamation for to continue in that office. 
The Council (who were intrusted to secure;their Majesties revenue) immedi- 
ately thereupon suspended the said Plowman from officiating any longer.”’ 
(Ibid. pp. 641.) He ‘‘ being a Papist and the people much incense@pgainst 
him.’’ (608.) 

‘* Mr. Plowman, Major Brockholes, Robert Livingstone and others 
were forced to absen t themselves, and many more.’’ (p. 716.) 

‘* Mr. Plowman had about sixty barrels of pork and beef in Elizabeth- 
town, for which Capt. Leisler sent 100 men and took it by force.” (p. 717.) 

On December 29th, 1701, Lieutenant-Governor Nanfan sent to the 
Lords of Trade ‘‘ Mr. Plowman’s petition to the Lords-Justice and report 
thereon of the Committee of Council at New York.”’ 

The nature of the petition, or whether Mr. Plowman was then in New 
York, is not shown. 

The above sketch has been compiled from documents relating to the 
Colonial History of New York in 14 quarto volumes. published by the 
State, beginning in 1856. These documents contain much Catholic histori- 
cal information not yet extracted for public instruction. 


The following is a copy of a letter written by Mathew Plowman and 
copied by Peter De Simitiere, of PhiJadelphia, about 1770, and now to be 
seen in his MS. Collection of Papers and Documents in Ridway Library 
(F. 964) : 


New YorKE, the 7th June, 1689. 
May it Please Your Lordsh’p : 


I was to waite one youre Lordship by recomend of my Lady Eliza’th 
Pierepoint to youre Lady for sum Imploy at ye custom House when my 
Lord Rochestor was Treasuror: your Lordship may please to Rememb’r yt 
your Lordship’s answere was that something had happened betwixt you that 
your recomend would stand mee in my little stead. Affter which with long 
attendance found this place voyde and have. his Maj’ty’s Patent under ye 
Greate Seal for Collector of this place which cost upwards of five hundred 
poundes and not posesed of it above fifteen months Coming from my famely 
and neere sixtee yeares would bee my uter ruin. I maried madam Cartwrigh 
of Osington’s neece: and am Qualefied to take the oathes of his p’sent 
majesty Soe hope that youre Lordship will bee pleased to give youre assist- 
ance to ye Lord Treasurer or Comitioners of ye Treasury as now its man- 
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aged: a Gentleman of ye Temple Mr. Andrew Barry and my very goode 
ffriende will waigh youre Lordship’s favors in my behalfe; iff any Gov’r 
bee designed for this place must have at leaste two hundred men in garison 
to awe theese rebellious Dutchmen which at present follow those at Bos- 
towne yt have imprisoned our Gov. Sir Edmond Andross and taken ye 
com’d ‘Of ye forte from our Lt. Gov. Capt. Nichollson: with impatience 
shall attend youre Lordship’s com’d. The customs of this place will main- 
taine the Garison. ‘ 
Coppy. 


NEw YorkE, the 14th 
August, 1689. 


May it Please Youre Lordshtp . 

Ffearing ye letter should mesvarry wrote to youre Lordship ye 7 June 
last and having this oportunity as obleged sende your Lordship ye coppy and 
hints of what ocurs in this place since that time upon theire taking ye forte 
in theire custody: which iff Capt. Nicollson our Lt. Gov. wood have taken 
advise in sending for those men in ye forte at albany and joyned them with 
theese few heere would have prevented ye burgars cuming in, but like 
dutchmen once theire foot then theire whole bodyes and now arbetrar : 
ye Swill powar they doe what thay please with and for his Mijities revenues 
in Generall absolutely deny paymnt, and noe Remedy but wors and 
worse untill the Governor cums amongst us which God grant sudinly once 
more to put us in order ; Sr. Ed. Andrewes, as now cumes ye newes, made 
his escape from ye Castle as Boston to Rhode Island, intending for Eng- 
land,-but surprised ; wheather thay will keepe or send him ‘back to Bos- 
towne was then in Dispute: to the Eastwarde of Bostonne ye Indian are 
very numeroues and make greate sloughter amongst ye Christians by hple 
families iff not prevented will be of ill ‘consequence ; what I prayed youre 
Lordship for in my last as for my Imploy now humbly entreate youre Lord- 
ship’s favor in its continuance whare doubt not, but yet youre Lordship 
shall heere of my complience in my duty as an honest man ought. Mr. 
Blathwaite hath acco. from time of my transactions and doubt not but to 
satisfacktion. 

Youre Lordship’s Com’ds I shall attend, and am 

Youre Lordships’s most faithful and humble servt, 


MATHEW PLOWMAN 
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John Leisler and Jacob Melborne, his son-in-law, executed May 
16th, 1691. Copied from original paper lent me by Mrs. Farmer, daughter 
of Abr. Gouveneur and the widow Melborne and granddaughter of Capt. J. 
Leisler, N. Y., March, 1770. 

[Note by Du Simitere.] Copied from the original letter which had been 
sealed and was subscribed 
To Marquis Hatuirax, Lord p’sident of his Maj’tes preve Council at 

Whitehall. 

While Catholics in America were thus dismissed from office because of 
their religion, the English historian, Lecky, ‘relates : 

‘* The terror that was excited by the ambition of France enlisted a great 
part of the Catholic Europeans on the side of William. The King of Spain 
was decidedly in his favor, and the Spanish ambassador at the Hague is said 
to have ordered Mass in his chapel for the success of the expedition. The 
Emperor employed all his influence at Rome on the same side, and by singu- 
lar good fortune the Pope himself looked with favor on the Revolution.’’ 
England in XVIII Century, Vol. 1, p. 22. 

Nevertheless ‘‘ James lost his crown mainly on account of his religion.’ 


P. 239. 
** And it was asserted, though probably with some exaggeration, that 
there were no less than 4,000 Catholics in the army with which William 


came over to defend the Protestantism of England.” P. 294. 

‘* The penal laws against the Roman Catholics, both in England and 
Ireland, were the immediate consequence of the Revolution.’’ [1688.] We 
see how the Catholic aid to William was repaid in our country also. 





From the Con ¥o23::3( 39 Gorloa) Sapt. 29, 796. 
(From the Religious World.) 

In Philadelphia there are three Presbyterian, three Quaker, one Bap- 
tist, one Moravian, three Roman Catholic, two German Lutheran, one 
German Calvinist, one Universalist, one Methodist, one Jew, one Free 
Quaker, and one African church. Are these not so many monuments of 
private benevolence and toleration? The great German church was lately 
burned. It is rising with fresb splendor from its ashes. A new and more 
elegant Catholic* is also constructing, and all this by the free subscriptions 
and liberal gifts of a people who yet are sometimes slandered as being, or 
likely to be, indifferent to the most sacred of all obligations, that of wor- 
shiping and adoring God. 

*St. Augustine’s. 
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AN INOIDENT IN THE HISTORY OF THE OANADIAN NORTHWEST. 


An English Catholic writer has remarked that, the honest student of 
history must admit that in the darkest times the oppressed, the widow, the 
orpLan and the slave have ever found in the Church a friend, a protector, a 
defender and a patron. No country in the world has supplied more evidence 
of this beneficent action than persecuted Ireland, where her faithful priests 
for centuries —down to the present year—have always been ready to defend 

. her children and endure imprisonment and suffering in support of their 
rights. But the self-sacrifice of the Irish priest is not exceptional ; we have 
instances in this young country, and I would ask leave to draw attention to 
one in particular, which occurred just forty years ago. 

The following is taken from the Colonial Intelligencer and Aborigines’ 
Friend, published in London, 1848: 

In February, 1847, the inhabitants of Red River settlement, said to 
number several thousands—half-breeds and Indians—sent a deputation to 
England with an urgent appeal to the Queen, couched in earnest but re- 
spectful terms, and complaining that they were left in a state of degrada- 
tion, in which their energies were depressed, and all these sources of pros- 
perity were precluded from development by the onerous system to which 
they were subjected by the Hudson Bay Company, to whose power this 
large territory had been conceded by Charter. This constitutional action 
roused the hostility of the Company, and a systematic course of persecution 
was directed against all suspected of advising or abetting in the drawing up 
of the petition. 

Amongst others, the Rev. G. A. Belcour-Picton, a Roman Catholic 
clergyman at one of the settlements, and for several years a missionary 
amongst the Indian, was summarily ordered out of the country by Govy- 
ernor Sir George Simpson. The following is a letter addressed by this gen- 
tleman to one of thé deputation already mentioned : 

QEuUBEC, LOWER CANADA, 
December 21, 1847. 

Sir :—As I was leaving the Red River, at the end of October last, I had 
the pleasure to catch a hasty and partial glance at your pamphlet on the sub- 
ject of the Petition of the Inhabitants of the Red River District against 
certain proceedings of the Hudson Bay Company. As I do not find a single 
copy of it at this place, your will confer a favor on me by sending me a few 
impressions of it, so that I may be enabled to make the Archbishop of 
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Quebec perfectly acquainted with the matter. I ought to tell you, that, for 
the sake of peace, I have been obliged to take this step. I believe that I 
both may, and ought, conscientiously and lawfully, take it. Of two evils, 
one must choose the less; and it was necessary for me either to consent to 
become a witness to the excesses of an outraged and irritated people, or to 
consent, by drawing up this Petition, to expose myself to the animadversions 
of the Company. I now endure this animosity on the part of the Governor 
who, far fromac knowledging the good services that I have really rendered 
by preventing the shedding of blood, by means of my influence with the 
people, persecutes me to the uttermost. What you have learned, as well 
from the Petition itself as from the instructions placed in the hands of Mr. 
James Sinclair, the Commissioner, contains nothing but truths verified by 
facts. lt is perhaps foi this reason that the Company finds it so difficult a 
task to defend itself. The Governor, Sir George Simpson, having complained 
of this step, as regards myself, to the Archbishop of Quebec, has gone so 


far as to tell his Grace that he demanded my recall to Canada; failing 
which, he threatened to let the effect of resentment fall on all the clergy of 


the Red River. Now, by recalling me, or causing me to be recalled, he pre- 


vents, as much as in him lies, the advancement of civilization among the 


Indians. Having been for 17 years a missionary in this country, I have 
acquired a knowedge of the language of the people. I now find myself 
forced to leave these missions desolate, there being no missionary acquainted 
with the native tongues to take my place. If I have done wrong in advis- 
ing the Colonists to present a Petition, why do they satisfy themselves by 
exposing my culpability ? And if: the Company have actual rights, which 
are unjustly disputed, why do they not demonstrate them without heaping 
their vengeance on an individual who has done them important service in 
similar troubles ; and who, by his intluence over the people, might, in case 
of need, arrest the progress of disorder? They ought to know that in order 
to arrange a populace,or whole people, it is necessary to show them that we are 
seeking their interest, without which conviction on their part, it is impossi- 
ble to direct them ; that if, in doing this, we have clashed with the interests 
of some body of men, or some individual, it is only an accidental collusion, 
or, at times, an inevitable consequence ix affairs of a critical character. It 
remains for. the party injured to protest and to prove against the measures 
which have injured it. I have thought, that, considering the interest you 
have taken in this affair, to the great satisfaction of this people, you will 
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feel affected by the proceeding of Sir George Simpson, which surprises me 
so much the more, as I thought him more capable of generous sentiments, 
and more grateful for services conferred. For if his heart were as generous 
even as men in general, he would have remembered that day in which he 
came, escorted by the leading men of the country, to seek me in my poor 
cottage to appease the troubles of the time, and to facilitate those measures 
tbat he looked upon as necessary to the security of his own life. But such 
is the misery of man, that however devoted he may become, he will some- 
times commit those littlenesses. Omnis homo mendase, 

You will afford me pleasure by relating to me all that has been written 
in England on this business. I am tenderly attached to the poor people, 
who, on their part, were in despair at my departure; and thus, neverthe- 
less, without wishing death to the Company, anxious only to regard, as the 
error of its officers, the unjust acts which are committed here ; being, in 
fact, unable to believe that an intention to oppose the weak can exist in so 
respectable a body. “ 

If you think it desirable that this letter should be published, I shall 
be very glad, in order that the truth may be known. 

Iam, with esteem, your very humble servant, 
(Signed) G. A. BELCOUR-PICTON. 

Mr. ISBISTER. 

P. 8.—You may address your letter, if you honor me with one, to 
Quebec, to the care of the Rev. Charles F. Cazena, Secretary to the Arch- 
bishop of Quebec. G. A. B. 





Another of the early settlers was William Golding. He emigrated to 
Cape May in or about 1691. He was an Irishman, and espoused the cause 
of James against William and Mary, and fought as ap officer at the battle 
of the Boyne in 1690. As he soon after came to America, he was most 
likely one of those Jacobite Catholics that William, in his clemency, gave 
permission to flee the country or abide the just indignation of the Protest- 
ant authority for the part he took in said battle to promote its downfall. “ 
He, with Rem. Garretson, located 1,016 acres of land at Egg Harbor, now 
Beesley’s Point. He was one of the justices of the court, and occupied 
other prominent stations. He died about 1715, leaving but few descend- 
ants, one of whom, his great-grandson, Rem, G. Golding, now past 80 years 
old, lives near the first and original location, and has in his possession at the 
present time the sword with which his ancestor fought, and the epaulettes 
which he wore at the battle of the Boyne. 

Beasleys’ Early History of Cape May County, 1857. 
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EXHORTATION 





To be read to the faithful on sHrovzsuypay, and 


op the first Sunday in Lent, 1771. 


{This ExHORTATION was issued by Rt. Rev. Richard Challoner, Vicar- 
Apostolic for the London District. As the British-American' Provinces 
were under his spiritual jurisdiction and directed by him, this ExHorTA 
TION and the annexed REGULATIONS FOR LENT were addressed to the Catho- 
lics of the Colonies. In 1771 these could only have been publicly read in Cath- 
olic chapels in the Province of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, Lancaster, 
Reading and Goshenhoppen. In Maryland they could only have been read 
to the Catholics assembled to hear Mass in private houses. ] 


From rare copy in American Catholic Historical Society of Philadelphia. 





We exhort you that you receive not the grace of Godin vain. For he saith: 
‘In an accepted time have I heard thee; and in the day of salvation have 
‘*T helped thee. Behold now is the accepted time; Behold now is the day of 
‘6 salvation. 2Cor. 2. 1, vi. 





children in the office of the holy time of Lent, which we are now 
entering upon ; by which she desires to put them all in mind, that if 
they would secure to their souls the mercy and grace of God effectu- 
ally to their eternal salvation; now is their time; a most favorable 
and acceptable time ; in which the fountains of our Saviour are laid open for 
the washing away all their sins, and plentifully refreshing their souls with 


r | JHESE words of the apostle are addressed by the Church to all the 
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the waters of grace and life, which flow most abundantly at this holy time 
from the sacred wounds of our divine Redeemer, whose passion and death 
we now celebrate. These same words, conforming ourselves with the inten- 
tions of this our holy mother, we address you, my dearly beloved, on this 
day, to you as our peculiar charge, entreating you in the name of Christ, 
and as his ministers, and ambassadors from him to you (2 Cor. v. 29), to‘em- 
brace this acceptable time, these days of mercy and grace with your whole 
heart, for Christ we beseech you to be reconciled to God, to turn now from all 
your evil ways of sin and death, and to be effectually converted to the living 
God as he himself commands (Joel ii.) ; with fasting, weeping and mourning, 
and that you would beware, above all things, of recewing in vain, to your 
greater condemnation, this grace, this very great grace, which he offers you 
at this time for the securing your eternal salvation: yes, dear Christians, 
this grace to which you are now invited, both by Christ and his Church, is 
a very great grace indeed; may my God make you truly sensible to the 
greatness of it, and cf the infinite importance of your corresponding with 
it. This holy time of’l.ent is indeed an acceptable time; these forty days 
are indeed days of salvation. This great, this primitive, this apostolical fast. 
of Lent, which by tradition from the apostles, has been received from the 
beginning by all Christian nations, together with their Christianity itself, 
has always been considered by the holy fathers, and by all the saints, as an 
observance of infinite consequence to all Christian souls: not only as being 
& course of penance, a penitential fast, which being joined with the works of 
mercy and liberal alnis (accotding to each one’s circumstances) and with 
fervent prayer night and day, may secure to our souls the remission of all 
our past sins ; but also as being a tithe of the year, set aside for God, to be 
dedicated and consecrated in a particular manner to him, by spiritual exer- 
cises, in the way of a spiritual retreat, in order to a thorough examination 
of the whole state of our interior, for the rectifying all that is there amiss, 
and setting for ourselves a rule of life tor the futare, which being duly ob- 
served may effectually bring us to live forever, with the ever living God. 
The whole to be performed with an eye to the death and passion of Jesus. 
Christ, the source of all our good, which we celebrate at this time; and to 
the worthily preparing ourselves for the sacred mysteries, to which we are 
commanded to approach at Easter. 

Hence the Catholick Christian, who desires effectually to secure to him- 
self, through Jesus Christ, all that mercy and grace, which is here designed 
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and prepared for us all, in this sacred institution of this solemn fast of 
Lent, must not only be strictly diligent in’ observing the whole discipline 
prescribed by the Church, with relation to the exterior fast, but must more- 
‘ over be extremely careful to animate his fast with that truly genitential 
spirit; that spirit of compunction and devotion, which is the very soul of a 
Christian fast, and without which the exterior performance is but likea 
dead carcass without a soul. The ancient discipline of the Universal 
Church, was with regard to the holy time of Lent, much more rigorous 
than now it is; both in the point of abstinence (forbidding wine no less 
than flesh) and more especially in their neither eating nor drinking anything 
in Lent before the evening: and this part of primitive discipline was kept 
up (as we learn from S. Bernard, writing in the twelfth century), and 
strictly observed by all degrees of Christians, during the space of eleven 
years after Christ, But, Oh! how much has the modern Church, yielding 
to the weakness of her children in these degenerate ages, departed from this 
rigor of her ancient discipline ; contenting herself now, with regard to the 
exterior observance of the fast, with only insisting upon three things, viz. : 
First, the abstaining from flesh meat, during the forty days of Lent ; sec- 
ondly, the eating but one meal in the day ; and, thirdly, the not taking that 
meal till noon. But if she has thus qualified the rigor of her exterior dis- 
cipline, she has never ceased to inculcate to all her children the strict neces- 
sity and indispensable obligation, of their recommending the exterior ob- 
servance tu the divine acceptance by the interior penitential spirit. This is 
evident from her perpetually preaching up to them in her office appointed 
for this holy time, the sacrifice of a contrite and humble spirit; and that 
they rend their hearts, and not their garments; and turn away from all their 
sins with horror, detestation and sorrow for them; and should daily bewail 
them at the feet of the crucified Saviour ; and that they should labor by a 
general mortification of all their sensual pleasures, and disorderly appetites, 
to break in sunder the chains of their unhappy affections to sin ; and should 
return to God with all their heart, and dedicate themselves eternally to 
him by love and obedience. 

Moreover she daily inculcates to them with the prophet (Isaiah lviii. 4) 
that if they would offer up to the Lord at this holy time the fast which he has 
chosen, and which will be acceptable to him, they must recommend it by a 
diligence in exercising the works of mercy, and giving alms according to 
their ability ; and for this end retrenching all superfluous expenses; and 
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much more all such as only serve to gratify pride, vanity and sensuality, or 
are flung away upon play, routs, theatrical shows, or other pomps of Satan, 
and sensual entertainments of such as walk in the broad road of the Baby- 
lon of the world; which no ways become a serious Christian at any time 
(who is taught by the gospel that there is no other way for him to heaven 
but the narrow way of self-denial and mortification, St. Matthew vii.) but at 
this sacred time of Lent, would be entirely out of character, not to say pro- 
fane and irreligious. Excuse me, dear children, if there be any amongst 
you that are guilty of this kindof profanation of this holy penitential time, 
if I here warn you of the dreadful danger to which you expose your déar 
souls by so gross an abuse of these days of salvation, which by the will of 
God, and the ordinance of the Church, ought to be dedicated and conse- 
crated to his divine majesty, in order to secure to your souls the mercy and 
grace of God here, and the kingdom of heaven hereafter; but which by this 
profanation are given away from God, and sacrificed to his and your mortal 
enemies, the world, the flesh, and the devil. And to what else but this un- 
Christian profaning these days, dedicated to retirement, devotion and pen- 
ance (which of late years has gained so much ground amongst us) can we 
attribute the visible decay of Christian piety ard religion, amongst too 
many of our people, which is so justly lamented by all that truly fear and 
love God. As then by our station we are appointed watchmen over this 
small remnant of the house of Israel, which is allotted to our care; and as 
we evidently see the sword Of divine justice hanging over the heads of as 
many as habitually abuse, in this gross manner, these holy times of mercy 
and grace, and continually threatening to cut them off in their sins; we 
should be greatly wanting to the duty we owe to the souls committed to our 
charge, as well as to the care we ought to have in securing our own, if we 
neglected to give this seasonable warning to all whom it may concern: which 
if it should be no more regarded than the warnings we have given before ; 
and the sword of God coming should cut off many in their sins, we shall have 
the comfort at least of delivering our own souls; and that the blood of 
them, who in consequence of their disregarding our warning shall perish in 
their sins, shall not be required at our hands. (Ezekiel iii, and xxxiii.) 

As to the rest, let us once more beg of you all for Christ’s sake, so to 
enter upon these forty days, and so to go through with them, that you may 
not receive this great grace of God in vain, which is here designed for you. 
Perhaps it may be the last grace of the kind, which the Lord may allow 
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you; and that your neglect of corresponding with it may so provoke the 
divine justice as to put a stop to your reprieve, and to let the sentence of 
death, which stands out against all wilful sinners, be suddenly executed 
upon you. Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be destroyed. (Jonas iii.) Em- 
brace then with your whole heart and sdul this favorable time of mercy and 
grace, and be reconciled to God. O it is a favorable time indeed for all poor 
sinners, in which all the peopie of God upon earth (amongst whom there 
are always. many thousands of saint-like souls) all join in prayer and fast- 
ing for obtaining mercy for themselves and for all poor sinners: and our 
great high priest, Jesus Christ the son of God, whose death and passion we 
celebrate at this holy time, puts himself at our head, to sue himself in per- 
son for the forgiveness of our sins, through his own most precious blood 
Let us go then now with all the people of God, and with the Lamb of God 
himself, to the throne of mercy and grace, at this acceptable time, with confi- 
dence of obtaining mercy, and of finding grace in seasonable aid. Heb. iv. 16.) 


——-REGULATIONS. 





FOR THE 
FAST OF LENT, 1771. 
For the L———— District. 





In consideration of the hardness of the times, and 
of the present scarcity of almost all manner of 
provisions, the following allowances are made to the 
fai:hful in this district, for this Lent 1771 yet so as not 
to be made a precedent for other years. 








LESH meat is allowed on all Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, for 
# five weeks, beginning with the first Sunday of Lent, and ending 
with the Thursday before Palm-Sunday. But on the Tuesdays 
and the Thursdays this allowance is only for once in the day. 
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2 Eggs are allowed on all days, excepting the Fridays, from the day 
after Ash-Wednesday, till Tuesday in Holy-week inclusively. 

3. Cheese is allowed on every day, excepting Ash-Wednesday and Good 


Friday. 
But here the faithful are desired to take notice, that in qualifying by 


these allowances, and dispensing in some part of the abstinence, which by the 
common law of the Catholic Church, ought to be kept during the forty 
days of Lent; as it is not our intention to dispense with any part of the 


fast, as far as it regards the eating but one meal in the day ; and this not 
till towards-noon ; for this rule must still be strictly observed by all (whose 
age, health or labors will permit it) on every day in Lent, excepting the 


Sundays. 
Hence with respect to the collation at night which custom has intro- 


duced on fasting days, the faithful must take care not to exceed in the 
quantity of what they take, so as to make anything like a meal of it: for 
this would evidently break in upon the principal rule of fasting, which re- 
quires that we should eat but one meal in the day. As to the quality of the 
ood which may be taken at these collations, it must ever be remembered, 
that neither cheese, nor butter, nor milk, nor fish of any kind, hot or cold, 
great or small, is allowed at a collation by the discipline of the Church in 
this kingdom : and much less ought to be allowed in the morning, or in the 
afternoon, on any fasting day in Lent or out of Lent. 

Here also it is to be observed, that as this allowance of eating flesh on 
certain days this Lent is made purely in consideration of the necessity of 
the faithful, it ought not to be abused for the indulging of sensuality, by 
making feasts on those days; or by serving up promiscuously flesh and 
fish, etc. But that thespirit of mortification and penance should still regu- 
ate the Christians at meals this penitential season : and that what is want- 
ing to the strictness of the fast, should be made up as much as possible by 
other exercises of self-denial, or by more prayers, or by larger alms; which 
at this time we most earnestly recommend to all the faithful in provortion 
to each one’s ability by reason of the pressing necessities of the poor. 


FINIS. 








JAMES LYNCH. 


JAMES LYNOH. 

From *t Men of Early Rome,” read before the Onedia Historical Society 
at Utica N.Y. January 28th 1879, we learn that Rome N. Y. was organ- 
ized ‘‘as a town in 1796 ” that ‘** Factory village’? in Rome is land that 
formerly belonged to Gov. Clinton who sold it to Major William Colbrath 
who sold it to Dominick Lynch the year Oneida County was organized, 
March 12th 1798. Of James Lynch, son of Dominick it says: 

Mr. James Lynch graduated at Columbia College in 1790, read law with 
Joshua Hathaway, and in 1804, was admitted to practice, He opened a law 
office in Rome, and had charge of his father’s lands in this locality. The 
two main streets in Rome bear the Christian names of father and son—the 
father when Rome was organized as a town, owning some twenty-five hun- 
dred acres of land, which included Fort Stanwix and the site of the whole 
business portion of Rome. He succeeded from Rome Mr. George Hunting- 
ton in the Assembly, and was elected on the federal ticket in the years 1813, 
1814 and 1815, all through the hardest part of the war. He moved to Utica 
in 1818, opened a law office there, and about 1820, he became what was called 
a “*high minded federalist, ’’? repudiated DeWitt Clinton, and went in for 
D. D. Tompkins, and in 1822 was elected to the Assembly. It was the year 
John E. Hinman was elected Sheriff, over S. Newton Dexter, and E. Dor- 
chester, of the Onedia Observer, County Clerk over Julius Pond. In 1825 
Mr. Lynch moved to New York City, became Judge of the Marine Court 
and held that position until his death in 1853, at the age of sixty-seven 


years. 





EXTRAOT OF A LETI'ER FROM MR. McLEAN TO GENERAL HALDIMAND 
DATED AT MONTREAL THE 13TH DECEMBER, 1779, 

** There is a strange story told here about a frere Recollet that went off 
to the colonies in the end of October, with a great number of letters, and 
its said Pére Berry, at Quebec, is concerned.’ Mr. Maurier is to mention 
the particulars to Mr. Genevie by this Post, and he will inform Your Excel- 
lency with it. I think the Jesuit at the Sault de Recoliet, who knew the 
Frere Recollet was to go off is very culpable.’’ 


From Canadian Archives, Haldimand Papers, B. 129, Page 80. 
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BANISHMENT OF FRENCH PRIEST FROM CANADA 


The French Jesuits were upholders of the American cause. Hence the 
English authorities in Canada did not wish such to enter the country. They 
desired priests from Savoy or other places. In 1783 Gen. Haldimand wrote 
Lord North that he had sent two French priests back to France; that the 
Bishop desired recruits from the Seminaries in France; that he was uuder 
Jesuit influence ; that he is honorable, but that the Jesuits have sided with 
the rebels. Superior Montgolfier was unwilling that the two priests should 
be returned, and was disappointed that Canada was not ceded to France at 
the close of the war. On June 24th, 1783, Haldimand wrote North that the 
two priests had been received on board by Capt. Marsh. 

Here are documents concerning the return of another French priest : 

QUEBEC, 4th August, 1783. 

Sir :—Being desirous to send to Europe as soon as possible a French 
priest, who lately introduced himself in a clandestine manner into this 
Province, and having directed Lieut. Houghton of the 53d Reg’t to take 
upon him the charge of that gentleman, I have to desire that you will re- 
ceive him on board your ship, and that he may be treated in every respect 
with care and attention. Mr. Houghton has my instructions to defray all 
expenses that may attend bis passage, and to set him at liberty in whatever 


Port you shall first make. The Priest will be delivered to you at the Island 
of Bic by one of my aid-de-camps, Capt. St. Ours. 
Lan, etc., 
(Signed) FRED. HALDIMAND. 


Copy, 1783. 
To Lizut. LEAvER, Agent of Transports, August 4th. 
Haldimand Papers, B. 67, Page 138. 
QUEBEC, 4th August, 1783. 
Str:—Wishing to send back to Europe as soon as possible a French 
Priest, who lately came into this Province in a clandestine manner, you 
will take upon you the charge of him during the passage, and treat him as 
a gentleman with every attention. Whatever expenses you shall incur on 
that account will be repaid to you on your arrival with my dispatches at the 
Secretary of State’s office. I have directed Lieut. Leaver, the agent of 
transports; to take him on board his ship, and you will receive him at Bic 
from my aid-de-camp, Mr. St. Ours, and. set him at liberty on the first Port 
you shall make in Europe. 
Iam, etc., 
(Signed) F. HALDIMAND. 
Copy, 1783. 
To Lizut. Houeaton, 53d Regiment of foot, August 4th. 
B. 67, Page 139. 














FIRST CONGREGATION IN PHILADELPHIA. 


FIRST OONGREGATION IN PHILADELPHIA. 


GERMAN DISAFFEOCTION. 

In 1787-8 Rev. Patrick Smith, of the Diocese of Meath, Ireland, cam® 
to the United States. 

He was unruly-spirited when in Ireland, and Rev. John Carroll seems 
not to bave given him countenance. On his return to Ireland he issued a 
pamphlet, The Present State of the Catholic Missions conducted by the Jesuits 
in North America. A copy is in the Bishops’ Memorial Hall, Notre Dame, 
Ind. From itis the taken following concerning the Church in Philadel- 
phia : 

I conversed a few months ago with an old German (Paul Millar, of 
Conewago,) who belonged to the first regular Catholic eongregation which 
assembled in that city, Philadelphia. Twenty-two Irish and the rest Ger- 
mans formed in all, but thirty-seven Catholics. The present congregation 
is numerous, consisting of more than two thousand souls, An increase pro- 


portionately great has taken place in the other three congregations which 
were established about the same time in the extensive, I might say bound- 
less State of Pennsylvania. In a settlement not quite three hundred miles 
west of Philadelphia, there are at legst four hundred Catholics, chiefly 
Irish, who had not seen a priest for eleven years before I visited them in 
October, 1787. Beyond the Allegheny mountains, near which these neg- 


lected people reside, there are many settlements toward Fort Pitt, and 
in those no Catholic clergyman has ever yet shown his face. Such is the 
wretched state of the Catholic religion in the Province, of all the others, 
where I conceive it to be most attended to. 

And here it may not be improper to relate the unhappy disturbance 
which brought reproach upon our holy religion at Philadelphia last spring, 
The anecdote may help to enforce the main drift of this paper. Two Ger- 
man Capuchin monks arrived in Philadelphia at a time when their country- 
men, who form 4 very respectable part of the citizens of that metropolis. 
began to despair, in co: sequence of the Emperor’s ecclesiastical arrange- 
ment of procuring, in future, missionaries from the Austrian territory. One 
of the gentlemen preached remarkably well, and was on account of the ex- 
cellent testimonies he produced, and the abilities he displayed, considered as 
a proper successor of the venerable Mr. Farmer, lately deceased. | 

The good Capuchin was but just rivetted in the affections and esteem 
of his countrymen when a German ex-Jesuit landed as his competitor. The 
Superior of the missions sided very naturally with his brother ; and though 
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the Capuchin had a prior right, had much superior talents, at least as a ‘ 


preacher, and was otherwise irreproachable in his morals, he must forthwith 
yield to the favored son of Loyola. 

The Germans may be led, but cannot easily be driven, and of all coun- 
tries, America is not the theatre for exercising with impunity coercion or 
tyrannical measures. The humble disciple of St. Francis, with due de- 
ference to his superior’s mandate, retired to an inland mission. But his 
countrymen of Philadelphia were not at all reconciled to his removal. They 
first prefer petitions, strenuously solicited his real, and afterwards humbly, 
with the superior, upon his being sent back to them directly. Now negotia 
tion from different quarters were set on fevt ; remonstrances interchange- 
bly sent to and fro, and at length excommunication threatened against the 
contumacious Philadelphians. The Dutchmen would not submit to what 
they called the obsolete remains of European barbarism and the blustering 
dictates of injustice and partiality. They began very deliberately to erect 
an elegant church for their monk ; and the Rev. Dr. Carroll, like a prudent 
general when surrounded by a victorious army, made the best terms he 
could, and retired from the field of battle, firmly resolving to guard from 
thenceforth against similar surprises. I am sorry to have an occasion to 
add, that the new church, from its site, will continue, to after ages, a mon- 
ument of German resentment ; for the street only divides it trom the old 
one, Which was built during the unrivalled reign of the Jesuits. 





HEADQ’RS, QUEBEC, 6th May, 1784: 
Sir :—In answer to your letter of the 26th ultimo, I have to acquaint 
you that I have no objection that the men who served in your corps of the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant Religion should settle as distently as possi- 
ble. It may be affected by changing the lotts they shall draw, or in such 
way as you shall think most likely to satisfy both parties ; having attention 
to a strict vubservance of the various instructions for settling lands. It is 
far from my intention that any individual should suffer for the neglect of 
others. You will please therefore to pay Mr. Dease the amount of his ac- 
count, if you are satisfied of the propriety of it. Mr. Winslow, Deputy 
Paym’r-General, will this day transmit to you a warrant for tour thousand 
pounds, on account of your departmant. 
Iam, Sir, etc., 
(Signed) F. HALDIMAND. 
Sir JOHN JOHNSON. 
Haldimand Papers, B. 27, Page 276. 





ea 














THE PRIEST HUNTER. 145 


JOHN BURKE, THE PRIEST HUNTER. 
Haldimand Papers, B. 75, Page 117. 

Deak Sir :-Tho’ [ ever avoided everything that tended to the character of 
of an incendiary, or a disposition to create evil, yet when cases occur that 
are very singular, they create such emotions sometimes as enforce meto 
communicate my thoughts. 

The late circumstance of the two Priests having come to this Province 
. from France, without leave from Government at home, or making any 
application without making himself known to his Excellency, the General, 
on their arrival at Quebec ; or to the Bishop, Mr. Brien, before they came 
to Montreal, is so singular as to create some surprise and conjecture. It is 
certain that at the arrival of the first ships, there appeared an uncommon 
pleasing cheerfulness in the Seminarian Body, asif elated at some occur- 
rence or intelligence, for they very suddenly set about repairing their chat- 
teau in the most elegant manner, and seemed to stir about more briskly 
than usual. Soon after these two Gentlemen Priests arrived, who were 
most graciously received, entered among others at their communauté, and 
were ushered into the rank and file of the Grand Procession on the late fete 
as the others. But as soon as Capt. Brehme’s errand to this piace was 
known, they seemed all thunderstruck, and the Canadian gentry and citi- 
zens alarmed and confused as if frustrated in some views. This has brought 
about a sort of convocation among themselves, and a general assembly of 
most of the citizens, so that on Saturday last about 200 persons vr more of 
the Canadians assembled at the Court-House debating and deliberating on 
matters I know not what, and drawing up writirgs and petitions. 

In short, indifferent as the relation of such a circumstance may be, I 
thought it no harm to communicate it to you, that you may form such an 
opinion of it as the nature of it may admit.of. For my own part, I think 
it has a very odd appearance, nor can I help or avoid conjecturing that 
there has been something on foot that does not appear at present. They 
form great hopes to themselves that the petition, as I hear, to His Excel- 
lency, for the admission of the Priests to stay, will meet with success, and 
I must say there are as strong wishes on the other side that they may be 
disappointed. Should these two gentlemen be obliged to return home again, 
it may not perhaps be amiss to prohibit their bringing any letters with them, 
and that any letters found upon them may be stopped. There may be 
deeper doings than we are aware of. If you think it necessary to commu- 
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nicate this to His Excellency, you are at will to do it ; otherwise, please to 
destroy it. I must again beg pardon for the liberty I take of giving-this 
small hint. All I can assure is that I do it from a good motive. 

I remain with unfeigned esteem, dear sir, your most obedient and most 
humble servant, JOHN BURKE. 

MONTREAL, 23d June, 1783. 

P. 8.—I had not a moment’s time to wait upon Capt. Brehme.' My 
compliments to him. 

[Burke was clerk of Courts of Montreal. See Canadian Archives, 
1885. ] 

QUEBEC, 26th June, 1783. 

Dear Sir :-I have to acknowledge the favour of your letter of the 234 
inst. I communicated its contentsto His Excellency, the Commander-in- 
Chief, who is sensible to your good intention in the intimation you gave me, 
and obliged to you for the attention you have shown to the public good 
by it. 


The thing itself will, like all novelties, be the subject of conversation 
with idle, meddling people for a few days, and then subside, but it cannot 
be attended with any consequence at least serious. 

I beg my compliments to Mrs. Burke, and am, dear sir, with great re- 


gard, your most obedient and most humble servant, 
(Signed) R. MATHEWS. 
JoHN Burke, Esq. 
Endorsed—To J. Burke, Esq., of 26th June, 1783. 
Haldimand Papers, B. 61, Page 151. 





EXTRAOT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL HALDIMAND TO SIR HENRY 
OLINTON, DATED AT QUEBEO 5TH MAROB, 1782. 

‘¢ A report now prevails amongst them* that the Pope has issued a Bull 
absolving them from the Oath of Allegiance to the English, on their re- 
turning to thatof France. It is likewise said that the Congress have issued 
a Proclamation, declaring a Pardon to all Americans, who, having been in- 
duced to join the King’s army, will acknowledge and support the Indepen- 
dence of the States. Whether these reports are true or false, they have 
their effects,”’ ° 

*The Canadians, 
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FATHER FLOQUET “OHAPLAIN” OF THE AMERIOANS. 

In the April RESEARCHEs were given ecclesiastical documents relating 
to the attitude of Father Floquet, of Montreal, towards the Americans 
during the invasion of Canada. 

We now give military documents showing his favor towards the Amer- 
icans and their Canadian allies while our army held Montreal. 

MONTREAL, 20th April, 1776. 

I have your letter of the 10th, current by Gen. Arnold. Am sorry to 
hear of your ill-luck in recruiting. You have long since heard of Mr. 
Goddard Walker’s and Lorrimers exit. The last mentioned rascal was at 
the Cedars with your batteaus and a party of soldiers from Auswegatin en- 
listing men and stirring up the Indians to cut our throats here, assuring 
them that eight hundred Indians with the sarrison of Detroit, Niagara, 
etc., together with all the French inhabitants in that country, would be at 
the Cedars in twenty days from that time, which has caused great convul- 
sions in that part of the country. Indeed, there is nothing but plotting 
and preparations making against us throughout the whole district. The 
Priests are at the bottom. I have good intelligence, and you may depend 
upon what I say to be fact. Mr. Lorrimer has returned with his batteaus 
laden with provisions. On this information I ordered Col. Birle, with a de. 
tachment of his regiment, who was then just arrived at St. John’s, to 
march immediately and take post at the Cedars, intending also to establish 
another at Carringnon. Gen. Arnold soon after arrived, and much approved 
of this measure, as it will totally cut off all communication with the upper 
country. , 

I have been very attentive in my endeavors tosecure the Indian nations 
at Canghnawaga ,Canasedage, St. Regis and St. Francois in our favor, and 
hope we shall succeed. Indeed, I have so far as to induce the Caughnaw- 

aga tribe to call together the heads of those other nations in General Con- 
gress. We must, at any rate, have them in our interest, after which we 
shall have nothing to fear from the upper country. Frobisher is returned. 
His busiress is referred to a Committee of Congress, who is supposed now 
to be at Fort George. Gen. Thomas is said to be at or near that 
place on his way to take the command in Canada. Gen. Howe, with 
his whole army, has left Boston. You will remember my remarks to Con- 
gress with respect to this matter. We have no certain accounts of Lake 
George being open, but I take it-for granted that it is before this, conse- 
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quently the arrival of our army before Quebec will depend on wind and 
weather, as it is all water carriage. You cannot now expect them at Que- 
bec before the 5th or 10th of May. Gen. Wooster has ordered me to join 
him at Quebec with the handful of men I have, calling it a regiment, not 
considering I am sure the situation I am in, a sample of it you see by 
Brandinoor’s company, when nine out of twenty-two deserted on their way 
down. It will not do to break faith with the Canadians, and I know it is 
impossible to march from this until they are paid. Indeed, in all appear- 
ance, it has been in all difficulty that I have prevailed on them thus far to 
their duty, in which ‘‘ Sier Floquette ” has assisted by giving them absolu- 
tion when every Priest in the country refused. He has now the name of 
My Chaplain. 

I have necessary intelligence thro’ that quarter. Indeed, I have laid 
myself out for it, and believe [ have got what may be depended upon. A 
stroke must by and by be struck here. I only wanted force to put it into 
execution before this. I have been free in revealing secrets. Your pru- 
dence will manage them in a proper manner. 

Yours, etc., etc., etc., 
MOSES HAZEN. 
Canadian Archives, Haldimand Papers, B. 27, Page 398. 


Extract of a letter from Monforton to Veres, dated 22d September, 


Translation. 

This idol to which they have sacrified so many innocent victims has far 
more adorers in this part of America than it ought to have, and among 
them Father Floquet. If he is guilty of any treason, he has undoubtedly 
been the more dangerous because his correspondence has been too long kept 
secret in this instance. Those who have any knowledge of the institute 
of the Society of Jesus ought fo be aware of the difference between a 
frank Jesuit and a free Jesuit; and Mr. Carleton’s conduct in this matter 
is a very striking illustration of the idea I mean to express regarding the 
Goverment’s mildness, His Excellency having taken no other step at. so 
critical a point but to recommend him to the Bishop’s care. 

The zeal with which His Lordship and his respectable clergy have en- 
deavored to encourage the faithful, to reassure the hesitating and reclaim 
those who had gone astray, convinces His Excellency that no further fear 
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need be entertained of Father Floquet, and is certainly calculated to re- 
move from the minds of the public the unfortunate prejudices which he 
had planted in a credulous and ignorant population, of whom a large part 
will now be kept on our side by the shining example of the nobility and 
the better element generally in Canada, whom honor alone has led to take 


up arms in defenee of their prince. 
[Translation by Francis T. Furey, Cor. Sec. Am. Cath. His. Soc. of 


Philadelphia. } 
From Canadian Archives, Haldimand Papers, B. 122, Page 164. 





BRICISH OOOUPATION OF RELIGIOUS HOUSES IN 
MONTREAL, 


SoREL, the 7th October, 1778. 
Mr. Cramahe: 

Understanding that Col. Carleton has made use Recollet House at Mon- 
real for confining the Rebel Prisoners in I must desire you will acquaint 
the Bishop that I would have wrote to him for his permission before this 
step had been taken, but that a multiplicity of business took up my time, 
and there was no other resource at Montreal which I hopewill be admitted 
as an apology for not having applied in time to him and procure his consent 
for our continuing to employ the bouse as long as it is wanted. 

B. 62, P. 253. 
SOREL, the 17th September, 1778. 
Captain Marr, Comd’g Engineer, Quebec : 

Srr :—The Commander-in-Chief knows nothing of having proposed a 
guard-room, as you mention in the Jesuit’s College, nor does he see what 
occasion there can be to give any part of that building for an office to Mr. 
Drummond, for which reason you are directed not to do anything in either 
till His Excellency comes down, and shall see what purpose will be best to 
put the room to which you say is occupied, unless it should be wanted for 
the troops, in which case Mr. Murray may dispose of it to that end. 

Tam, sir, etc., etc., 
(Signed) kK. F, 
Haldimand Papers, B. 62, Page 176. 
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No. 60. When the Jesuits were driven 
from Maryland, in Cromwell’s time, they 
were carried first to Virginia, and Fr., 
Roger Rigby died there. Again, after 
the return of Fr. Fisher (Copley,) heand 
his companion Fr., Lawrence Sankey (in 
_ 1658) remained concealed in Virginia. 

Is it known, where, in what precise part 
of Va, they were at either of these 
periods ? 


No. 61. Baptisms were administered in 
early times by Jesuit missionaries in 
Northampton Co., Va.,—at least, there 
isa tradition to this effect. Is there any 
authentic, recorded information on this 
point ? 

No. 62. Did Talbot havea Catholic 
chaplain in his colony of New Munster 
——and if so, who was he? 


No. 63. Is the Rev.. Mr. Phelan, who 
was in Western Pennsylvania early in 
the century identical with the priest of 
the same name mentioned by Dr. Howley 
in the Ecelesiastical History of New- 
foundland ? 

No. 64. Who built the Cathedral of 
Baltimore ? 


No. 65. What isthe date of erection 
of Sacred Heart church, St. Mary’s 
Co., Md? 


N o. 66. A writer in the Baltimore Sun, 
some years ago, ina letter from Florence, 
mentions manuscripts seen by him in 
a Franciscan convent there, containing 
the accounts of missionary labors among 
the Indians in Maryland—- Is there any 
grounds for asserting that the Francis- 
cans labored among the Maryland In- 
dians ? 


No 67. Can you tell me whether a 
Sir Thomas Lynch, oncea high official 
in Jamaica (about 1654—1660) was a 
Catholic? 


No.68. A Mrs Ann Baker, died in 
1804 in New London Conn. age 104, 
A native of the Palatinate of the Rhine. 
Camé to New London about 1724. Could 
I count on the Rheinish Palatines as all 
Catholics at that date? 


WHO KNOWS? 


No. 69.‘* Who was it but ‘‘Father” 
(subsequently Archbishop Carroll), that 
by the letters with which he armed 
Benjamin Franklin—letters to Rome and 
letters to the Papal Nuncio to the French 
—made the mission of Franklin effective 
and secured the interposition and aid of 
France in the crucial crisia of our strug- 
gle for independence of British rule? ” 
—Catholic Standard May 26th. 1888. 

Who knows anthority of this state- 
ment? 


No. 70. ‘* The old Bay State, arraigned 
Cardinal Cheverus as a felon and threat- 
ened him with pillory, compelled Edward 
Kavanagh to pay to support a Piotestant 
minister, although he had built a Cath- 
olic Church and supported a priest ” 

— Catholic Standard June 2nd. 1888. 

Who can give particulars of this state- 
ment? 


No. 71. -Who knows about Father 
Vanvecheln who was at White Marsh 
Md. in 1819? 


No. 72. I find among the list of clergy 
made by Abp., Mareschal in 1819 the ° 
name of a certain Eagan, who apostatized. 
Please give me some account of him, 
— he was stationed, his trouble, his 

eath. 


No. 73. Rev. J. Kewley is mentioned 
by Bearsley’s His P. E. Church in Conn, 
asjhaving once been a Catholic priest in 
Maryland, 

In Finotti’s Bibliographia pp, 33 
the title of a book by him as printed at 
Wilmington in 1807 as ‘‘By an Episco- 
palian of the State of Maryland.’? 

While Rector of St. George’s P. E. 
church in New York he became a Catho- 
lic, went to Europe and entered a reli- 
gious order. 

In 1809 he was at Middleton Conn., 
Who knows his early history or more of 
his career than is here indicated? ‘Was 
he ever pastor of Alexandria Va? 


No. 74. What was the name of the 
Philadelphia priest converted by Father 
Cooper in Bordeaux. 
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Haute Ind., in Dec. 1886 published in 
Freeman’s Journal of New York the 
translation of a letter written by Rev. 
Lawrence Graessl to his parents in 1793 
in which he mentioned his near appoint- 
ment. It appearsin I. M. Sailer’s Let- 
ters of the Centuries of the Christian Era 
published in Germany. Another trans- 
lation was published in the United States 
Catholic Historical Magazine January 
1887. 

The records at Rome show the follow- 
ing. (Procured by Rev. D, J. O’Con- 
nell, Rector American College for Rev. 
W. 8S. Caughy, Laurel Md., Letter April 
7th, 1883.) 

1789,—Baltimore Diocese erected, and 
Rev. John Carroll appointed. (Register- 


-ed Decrees, No. 485.) 


1792,—The Bp., asked for a new dio- 
cese to be erected in America, with 
episcopal seat in New York or Philadel- 
phia S Congreg. thought better to givea 
coadjutor and appoint to suitable per- 
son to office. (Orlicial Acts, pp. 142, 3.) 
1793,— Bp., Carroll requested the ap- 
pointment of Rev. L. Graessl, 8. J., for 
his coadjutor. cum jure successionis. 
The 8. Congreg. grant the request. 
(Acts, 463, 6 ) 
1793.—Dec. 16, Propaganda gives two 
notices,-one to the Secretariate of Briefs, 
the other to the Auditor of His Holiness; 
the former ordering the dispatch of the 
Apostolic Brief to Fr. Graessl, the lat- 
ter calling for the pontifical signatures. 
(N.B. The latter supposes the Brief 
to have been sent by the Secretariate of 
Briefs. ) 
1794,—Jan. 18, The Propaganda sends 
two letters, one to Bp. Carroll,-and 
another to the Bp. of Samosata, (u. p. 
1.) Coad. to Balto. ,-both advising docil- 
ity to the action of the Holy See; in the 
matter of future division of the Diocese 
of Baltimore,-whenever it would appear 
opportune to the H. Father to do so. 
gag of the 8S. Congreg., Propg., vol., 
, p. 367.) (N. B. The Bp.-elected is 
entitled ‘‘*Suamosatenus,’’ which supposes 
his canonical endowment by Papal 
Brief. ) 


1794,—Bp. Carroll asks that certain 
phrases be expunged from the oath of 
consecration of his coadjutor, as being 
calculated to arouse the animosity of Pro- 
testants, (Acts, 442.) 


1795,—Rev. L. Neale is named coad- 
jutor to Bp. Carroll, cum jure succes- 
sionis, (acts, 442, 8.) 

(Father Graessl died Oct., 1794 of yel- 
low fever.) 


—On page 103 of this present volume 
of the Researches you have a note on St. 
Denis’ Church, at Cobb’s Creek, Deia- 
ware County, Pa., which conflicts with 
the data I have concerning it from old 
residents, 

Your note says that the above church 
was opened May 15th, 1828 by Rev. H. 
Conwell and dedicated under the patron- 
age of St. Denis. 


I think that both the date of the 
opening and the name of the officiating 
minister are incorrectly given. 

For years before St. Denis’ Church 
was built, Mass used to be said in Mr, 
Dennis Kelly’s residence on Sundays. 


The sick-calls in the neighborhood 
were attended by priests from St. Joseph’s 
church in Willing’s Alley. Fathers 
Terence McGirr, Harold and James 
Cummiskey, among others, attending 
there. Mr. Kelly always sent his carriage 
and man for them. Mass was said in 
Mr. Kelly house up to 1825 the year the 
Church was blessed. 

The church building was started in 
1822 on property owned by Mr. Dennis 
Kelly. 

P. Goodman was carpenter and 
Thomas Miller, mason; Mr, Kelly be- 
sides giving the land for the church con- 
tributed a large share of the money 
raised for the needed expenses. 

On completing the church the question 
arose in whose name the property was to 
be held. The Right Reverend .Pishop 
Henry Conwell wished the title to 
the land made over to him as ordinary of 
the diocese in trust. Mr. Kelly demurred. 

This was in 1823, the year that the 
church was completed. 
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Bishop Conwell would not authorize 
the opening of the ehureh, and so the 
building remained unblessed and unused 
for two years, up to 1825; in which year 
in‘the month of July, it was blessed by 
Rev. Dr. Hurley O. 8S. A. of St. August- 
ine’s church in Fourth Street, who re- 
ceived the necessary faculties for this 
purpose from Rome, it is said, though 
the’ Right Reverend Francis P. Kenriek 
coadjutor to Bishop Conwell. 

On the same day that the church was 
blessed Mass was said in the church by 
Dr. Hurley. On the same day too he 
blessed the ground given by Mr. Kelly 
for a grave-yard. 

These data I have learned from two 
daughters of Mr. Kelly who were pre- 
sent at the blessing, and who vouch for 
their accuracy. 

From 1825 to 1832 the church was ser- 
ved by Fathers from St. Augustine’s 
church. Fathers Nicholas and James 
O'Donnell and Dr. Hurley used to go to 
Cobb’s Creek for that purpose. From 
1832 down to 1853 the secular clergy at- 
tended it, when it was again given in 
charge to the Augustinians by the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Neumann, and these still 
continue to serve it. 

T. C. M.,O. 8S. A. 

[Kenrick was not consecrated coad- 
jutor until June 6th 1830,—EpiTor. } 

To No., 74 Rev. George Strobel was, 
prior to his conversion, American Con- 
sul at Bordeaux. Rev. Samuel Cooper a 
Philadelphian also, a convert, was sta- 
tioned at Bordeaux and died there in 
1842. 

Father Cooper was instrumental in 
directing Mr. Strobel’s mind to the 
Church, and on his return to the United 
States he was received into the Church 
by Rev. F. J. Barbelin at Old St. Joseph’s 
in 1842. In January 1843 he went to 
Rome, entered the English College and 
in spring of 1845 was ordained. 

He was pastor of St. Mary’s, Philadel- 

hia from 1848 until his death in 1877. 
is remains were taken to New York 
by his Protestant relatives. 


To No. 67. Colonel Thomas Lynch 
as well as Sir William Beeston, obtained 
extensive grants of fertile land in Lig- 
uanea from Lord Windscr in free soccage 
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in 1662. (Bridges.) He held the patent 
office of Provost-Marshal-General of 
Jamaica, and was President of the Coun- 
cil to Sir Charles Lyttleton on. whose 
departure from Jamaica in May 1664, he 
assumed the Government, and was quick- 


ly superseded by Colonel Henry Morgan, 
the famous Buccaner, captor of Panama, 
Maracaybo etc. who was appointed Lieut, 
Governor. 

Lynch then proceeded to England 
where he received the honor of Knight- 
hood and came out again to Jamaica in 
1671, as Lieutenant Governor, his com- 
mission being dated 5th January 1670-1. 
(Rcby) Monumental Inscriptions in the 
British West Indies. By Lawrence- 
Archer. 

He was active in settling the. affairs 
of the Island and proposed that it should. 
be supreme over all others in the Carri- 
bean sea. ¢ 

The inscription on his tomb at the 
Cathedral of St. Catherine,simply states; 
Here Lyes Sir Thomas Lynch in peace, 
at ease and blest. 

Would you know more-ye world will 
speak the rest. 

But the world does not now do so. 
However by the inscription on the tomb. 
of Jas. Goddard of So. Marsten, Wilt- 
shire England, secretary to the Governor- 
Sir Thomas Lynch it would appear 
that Lynch, was Governor in July 1691. 
He is mentioned as Governor in 1684, If 
he were Governor in 1691 it is not likely 
he wasa Catholic as allsuch were removed 
from office in England and the Depen- 
dencies after 1688. There was an exten- 
sive family named Lynch in Kent 
England. Butitis not known whether 
Sir Thomas was a member of that, or 
the Irish family. 

His arms were three lynxes rampant, 

Crest. a lynx statant. 

The Chureh of St. Catherine being 
Protestant Episcopal we may assume 
that Sir Thomas Lynch was not a 
Catholic. 

In Jamaica the Jews for a long time. 
were not taxed like other residents, but 
were obliged to pay an annual tribute, 


which the government of Sir Thomas. 


Lynch assessed at £750 per annum be- 
sides five per cent on their rents.—Mon. 
Insc, pp, 5. : 
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